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PATTERN A

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

The candle is now lit

A Song of the Messiah

1 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;  

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

upon them the light has dawned.

2 You have increased their joy and given them great gladness;  

they rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest.

3 For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them;  

the collar that lay heavy on their shoulders.

4 For to us a child is born and to us a son is given,  

and the government will be upon his shoulder.

5 And his name will be called: Wonderful Counsellor;

the Mighty God;  

the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace.

6 Of the increase of his government and of peace  

there will be no end,

7 Upon the throne of David and over his kingdom,  

to establish and uphold it with justice and righteousness.

8 From this time forth and for evermore;  

the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. Isaiah 9.2,3b,4a,6,7
Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Blessed are you, creator God

to you be glory and praise for ever

Your Spirit moved over the face of the waters

to bring light and life to your creation

Pour out your Spirit on us this day

that we may walk as children of light

and by your grace reveal your presence

as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The Psalms say: “The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: 

a broken and contrite heart he will not despise”.

Therefore let us confess our sin in humility admitting the wrong we have done.

Lord have mercy on us and forgive us our sin.

Even though it is painful, change our hearts that we may live for you and not for ourselves. Amen.

A Psalm may be said

The Bible reading is read

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

Lead us today in all we do from death to life, from falsehood to truth

Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust

Lead us from hate to love, from war to peace

Let peace fill our being, our world, our universe.  Amen.

Pray for items from today’s news and other matters close to our hearts

from ‘St Patrick’s Breastplate’

I bind unto myself today

The power of God to hold and lead,

His eye to watch, his might to stay,

His ear to hearken to my need.

The wisdom of my God to teach,

His hand to guide, his shield to ward;

The word of God to give me speech,

His heavenly host to be my guard.

Christ be with me, Christ within me,

Christ behind me, Christ before me,

Christ beside me, Christ to win me,

Christ to comfort and restore me.

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,

Christ in hearts of all that love me,

Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.

[Pause in the silence of the morning]

We commit this day you, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
PATTERN B

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, 

bless his holy name.  Psalm 103:1
The candle is now lit
Psalm 104

Lord our God, how great you are,

and I give thanks to you.

You stretch out the heavens like a tent,

with the sun to mark our days of work

and the moon for our nights of rest.

Your fingers created the earth

and wrapped it with the ocean like a cloak.

There the ships sail,

and beneath them glide the great sea creatures

that you made to play with.

You pour down rain

which the ground takes up.

You set springs gushing forth in the valleys,

and streams that flow between the mountains,

giving water to all that lives.

You make grass grow for the cattle

and crops in abundance for our needs.

You bring goodness to the trees,

and in their branches the birds build their nests.

Swarms of all living creatures are so many

that they could never be counted.

What variety you have created, Lord,

arranging everything so wisely!

You send your Spirit, and all things have life.

Fill us with your Spirit, Lord,

and give us new life,

and renew the earth that you love.

Almighty Father whose Son Jesus Christ has taught us 

that what we do for the least of our brothers and sisters 
we do also for him;

give us the will to be the servant of others today

as he was always the servant of all;

who gave up his life and died for us

but is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit

one God, now and forever!  Amen.

Jesus is able to sympathise with our weaknesses, for he was tempted in every respect as we are, yet without sinning.

Let us pray to God that he may forgive and restore us.

We have no excuse, O Lord, for what we have done, said or thought that has hurt you and wounded other people.  We admit that we even derive pleasure from some of our actions.

Be merciful to us and forgive us.  And then challenge us in order that we might become like Christ.  Amen.

So may we be forgiven 
in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said here if required 

The Bible reading is read

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Creator God, help us to remember that Jesus
always spoke for the weak and gave them a message of hope.
Help us to accept His calling today,
to work for the weak and the oppressed.  Amen.     (from Pakistan)
Other prayers can be said here

God of our daily lives,
we pray for the people of the cities and towns of this world, 
especially those here in Macclesfield:
working and without work; homeless or well housed;
fulfilled or frustrated; confused and cluttered with material goods
or scraping a living from others' leavings, angrily scrawling on walls,
or reading the writing on the wall; lonely or living in community;
finding their own space and respecting the space of others.
We pray for our sisters and brothers,
mourning or celebrating -
May we share their suffering and hope.  Amen.


Peace be in this place from God the Father
Peace be in this place through His Son Jesus Christ
Peace be in this place in the Holy Spirit

Now and for ever.  Amen.

PATTERN C

Come to him, that living stone, and like living stones 

be yourselves built into a spiritual house.    1 Peter 2:4-5      

The candle is now lit
A Song of Humility

1 Come, let us return to the Lord  

who has torn us and will heal us.

2 God has stricken us  

and will bind up our wounds.

3 After two days, he will revive us,  

and on the third day will raise us up,

that we may live in his presence.

4 Let us strive to know the Lord;  

his appearing is as sure as the sunrise.

5 He will come to us like the showers,  

like the spring rains that water the earth.

6 ‘O Ephraim, how shall I deal with you?  

How shall I deal with you, O Judah?

7 ‘Your love for me is like the morning mist,  

like the dew that goes early away.

8 ‘Therefore, I have hewn them by the prophets,  

and my judgement goes forth as the light.

9 ‘For loyalty is my desire and not sacrifice,  

and the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.’ Hosea 6.1-6

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Give us, Lord God a vision of our world

as your love would make it:

A world where the weak are protected and none go hungry or poor

A world where the benefits of civilised life are shared, 

and everyone can enjoy them

A world where different races, nations and cultures live in tolerance and mutual respect

A world where peace is built with justice

and justice is guided by love

and give us the inspiration and courage to build it

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said here if required

After our reading we will pause to give our attention to God 
and his word
Bible reading followed by a few minutes silence

Other prayers may now be shared

Now Lord, lead us through this day

may we be good news to the people that we meet

and an inspiration to those who have lost their way through life

because of your Spirit that is within us.

So Lord, bless us now in the name of Christ.  

Amen.

PATTERN D

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life, of whom shall I be afraid?      Psalm 27:1
The candle is now lit
The Lord is my strength and my song;

and he has become my salvation.

The Lord is my strength and my song;

and he has become my salvation.

He will lead the people he has redeemed,

and guide them to his holy dwelling.

The Lord is my strength and my song;

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Spirit.

The Lord is my strength and my song;
and he has become my salvation.

Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God even though we have rebelled against him.  So trusting in his love we pray:

Loving Father,

we come to you yet again 
to say that we have spoiled and misused 
all that you have given to us.  
So deep is our sin, 
that we cannot see much of it ourselves.

Forgive us and save us yet again 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

May we know the fullness of God’s forgiveness

won for us by Christ on the cross

and brought to reality in us by the power of the Spirit.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said here if required 

The Bible reading is read

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

Lord God, King of the universe and Lord of all creation

we pray to you about the violence and injustice we see in our world.

We pray for those whose hope for the future

has been dashed by broken dreams

For those who live in fear for their lives, for whatever reason

For the poor and the marginalised, for the young and the elderly.

We pray for an end to unrest and ongoing disturbances,

that peace would prevail,

and that a solution would be arrived at which would serve the interests

of all people, and promote justice.

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

O God, our creator

who gave us all that we are and have

release us from self-love to be able to share

what we are

what we know

what we have

with one another

and in the world which you love

In the name of Christ who makes this a possibility.  Amen.

from Korea
Other prayers may be said here

Here I am, Lord - body, heart and soul

Grant that, with your love, I may be big enough to reach the world

And small enough to be at one with you.  Amen.
from Mother Teresa

As we leave this place 

to live and work this day

bless us with your love

that this day may be different 

because of your holy presence

and at the end of this day 

may we be able to say 

that we have spent the day 

with our heavenly Father.  

Amen.

PATTERN E

Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and forever

The candle is now lit
A Song of Christ the Servant

1 Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example,  

that you should follow in his steps.

2 He committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips,  

when he was reviled, he did not revile in turn.

3 When he suffered, he did not threaten,  

but he trusted himself to God who judges justly.

4 Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.

5 By his wounds, you have been healed,

for you were straying like sheep,  

but have now returned

to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 1 Peter 2.21b-25

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

We do not go into the desert to escape people

but to learn how to find them;

we do not leave them in order to have nothing more to do with them, 

but to find out the way to do them most good. (Thomas Merton)

[pause]

This morning we confess our sin where we have avoided other people:

· those who are hard to love

· those whose bodies or minds are diseased

· those we find difficult

· those who are our enemies

Lord, have mercy

Lord, have mercy   [pause]

Christ, have mercy

Christ, have mercy   [pause]
Lord, have mercy

Lord, have mercy   [pause]
Together . . .

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said here if required 

The Bible reading is read

We celebrate with joy your coming into our midst; 

we celebrate with hope your coming into our midst; 

we celebrate with peace your coming into our midst, 

for you have come to save us.

By your grace we recognise your presence 
in men and women everywhere; 

by your power you free us 
from all that stands in the way of your coming kingdom; 

through your strength our lives can proclaim joy and hope;

through your love we can work for peace and justice.  

You are the source of our being.

You are the light of our lives.  Amen.                   

Other prayers are now said.

Spirit of God

as we start this day

we ask that you would guide our thoughts

control our emotions

and direct our decisions;

that we may live for you and not for ourselves.  Amen.

“God, grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change, the courage to change the things we can and the wisdom to know the difference.”   

Reinhold Niebur (1892-1971)
And now may the God of all grace be with us as we continue through this day.  Amen.

PATTERN F

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again:  
death no longer has power over him.  Alleluia.

The candle is now lit
The Easter Anthems

1 Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us:  

so let us celebrate the feast,

2 not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness:  

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

1 Corinthians 5.7b, 8

3 Christ once raised from the dead dies no more:  

death has no more dominion over him.

4 In dying he died to sin once for all:  

in living he lives to God.

5 See yourselves therefore as dead to sin:  

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6.9-11

6 Christ has been raised from the dead:  

the first fruits of those who sleep.

7 For as by man came death:  

by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;

8 for as in Adam all die:  

even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 1 Corinthians 15.20-22

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Oh Lord,

I know not what to ask of you.

You alone know what are my true needs.

You love me more than I know how to love myself.

Help me to see my real needs which are concealed from me. 

I dare not ask either a cross or consolation, 

I can only wait on you.

My heart is open to you; visit and help me, 
for your great mercy's sake; 

strike me and heal me, 

cast me down and raise me up.

I worship in silence your holy will and inscrutable ways.

I offer myself as a sacrifice to you.

I put all my trust in you.

I have no other desire than to fulfil your will.

Teach me how to pray.

You pray yourself in me.                      A Russian Orthodox prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said

The Bible reading is read


This morning we remember all people in need

especially we pray for those in violent parts of the world

(you may wish to mention nations/situations by name)

for those who have no food or shelter

(you may wish to mention nations/situations by name)
for all who are struggling with life’s difficulties in our nation, 
and in our town of Macclesfield

Other prayers are now said

Christ has no body now on earth but ours; 

no hands but ours; 

no feet but ours.

ours are the eyes through which 

Christ's compassion is to look out on the world.

Ours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good,

And ours are the hands with which he is to bless now.

St Teresa of Avila (1515-82) - Spanish Carmelite nun and mystic

Let us then go and represent Christ to all we will meet today.

Amen.

PATTERN G

Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life.  All who come to me will never be hungry; all who believe in me will never thirst.”

The candle is now lit
A Song of Joy - Psalm 100
1 O be joyful in the Lord, all the earth

serve the Lord with gladness

and come before his presence with a song.

2 Know that the Lord is God;  

it is he that has made us and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving

and his courts with praise;  

give thanks to him and bless his name.

4 For the Lord is gracious; his steadfast love is everlasting,  

and his faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

There are two things that we can do 
about the pain of disunity we experience with other people.

We can love or we can hate.

So often we have chosen to hate.

Bearing this in mind, let us then confess our sin to God:

Lord this is our sin

Which in our lives results in a harvest 
of sorrow and loneliness,

and it magnifies our hatred of ourselves.

Save us and help us,

O Lord, lover of our souls.  Amen.

The Lord hears our prayer

and forgives us our sin.

Let us then walk in his ways

and be his image here on earth.

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said

The Bible reading is read

As we pray today we remember all the following people . . .

    (please read the names from the book of those who are sick.)
Have mercy on each of these people

heal and restore those who are in pain or turmoil

encourage those who are trodden down by life’s pressures and doubts

and hear the cry of your people.  Amen.
Help us today in all we do

to proclaim the gospel of Christ.

May we speak clearly and boldly when the time is right.

May we listen and be silent when others speak or cry.

May we share the grace and compassion of Jesus in every moment.

May we lead captives to freedom, and fellow sinners to repentance.

In doing this, 

may we also proclaim the gospel of Christ to ourselves,

that we ourselves may be saved again and healed.  Amen.

O God, our Father, 

help us all through this day so to

live that we may bring help to others, 

credit to ourselves and to the name we bear, 

and joy to those that love us, and to you.

Cheerful when things go wrong;  

Persevering when things are difficult;

Serene when things are irritating.

Enable us to be:

Helpful to those in difficulties;

Kind to those in need;

Sympathetic to those whose hearts are sore and sad.

Grant that:

Nothing may make us lose our tempers;

Nothing may take away our joy;

Nothing may ruffle our peace;

Nothing may make us bitter towards anyone.

So grant that through all this day all with whom we work, 

and all those whom we meet, may see in us the reflection of the master, 

whose we are, and whom we seek to serve. 

This we ask for your love's sake.  Amen.

Williarn Barclay (1907-78)

Grant to us, Lord today ,

the royalty of inward happiness

and the serenity 

which comes from living close to you.  Amen.

PATTERN H

The love of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

The candle is now lit
A Song of God’s Children

1 The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus  

has set us free from the law of sin and death.

2 All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God;  

for we have received the Spirit that enables us to cry, ‘Abba, Father’.

3 The Spirit himself bears witness that we are children of God  

and if God’s children, then heirs of God;

4 If heirs of God, then fellow-heirs with Christ;  

since we suffer with him now, that we may be glorified with him.

5 These sufferings that we now endure  

are not worth comparing to the glory that shall be revealed.

6 For the creation waits with eager longing  

for the revealing of the children of God. Romans 8.2,14,15b-19

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Spend time over this section, using repetition if it seems right.

Holy God, Maker of all - have mercy on us    (pause)
Jesus Christ, Servant of the poor - have mercy on us    (pause)
Holy Spirit, Breathe of life - have mercy on us    (pause)
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said here if required

A Bible reading is read

O Lord, give us yourself above all things.

It is in your coming alone that we are enriched.

It is in your coming that your true gifts come.

Come, Lord, that we may share the gifts of your Presence.

Come, Lord, with healing of the past,

Come and calm our memories,

Come with joy for the present,

Come and give life to our existence,

Come with hope for the future,

Come and give a sense of eternity.

Come with strength for our wills,

Come with power for our thoughts, 

Come with love for our heart,

Come and give affection to our being.

Come, Lord, give yourself above all things

And help us to give ourselves to you.

This is the day that God has made 

we will rejoice and be glad in it

We will not offer to God 

offerings that cost us nothing

May we go in peace and serve the Lord 

We will seek peace and pursue it

In the name of the Trinity of Love 

One God in perfect community.  Amen

PATTERN I

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you shall be my witnesses.

The candle is now lit
The Canticle Psalm

The Lord is my light and my salvation;

the Lord is the strength of my life.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;

the Lord is the strength of my life.

The light shines in the darkness

and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Lord is the strength of my life.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit.

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and shall be for ever.  Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer -  adapted   
(from a prayer used by Christians in Nicaragua)
Our Father, who are in this our land

May your name be blessed

In our incessant search for justice and peace 

For the glory and the power are yours, O Lord.

May your kingdom come for those who have awaited a life with dignity. 

For the glory and the power are yours, O Lord.

May your will be done on earth and in heaven, 

And in the Church in Britain, 

A Church to be on the side of the poor. 

For the glory and the power are yours, O Lord.

Give us today our daily bread to build a new society.

Forgive us our trespasses,

Do not let us fall into the temptation 

of believing ourselves already new men and women. 

For the glory and the power are yours, O Lord.

And deliver us from the evil of racism and its injustices 

And from the evil of forgetting that our lives 

and the life of this country are in your hands. 

For the glory and the power are yours, O Lord.  Amen. 

Almighty God

who on the day of Pentecost

sent your Holy Spirit to the disciples

with wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,

filling them with joy

and boldness to preach the gospel:

send us out in the power of the same Spirit

to witness to your truth

and to draw all people to the fire of your love;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A Psalm may be said here

A Bible reading is read
As we walk into this day

make us mindful of the world

which rejoices and mourns

help us to remember those in need

and all who celebrate

and in all people and all situations

may we see the person of Christ

and may we pray for others.  Amen.

God is before us, God is behind us, God’s love around us,

On our right and on our left.

God there above us, God there beneath us

God’s might around us,

On our right and on our left.

God all about us, God deep within us,

God’s peace be with us,

Today and for ever.  Amen.

PATTERN J

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty:  who was, and is, and is to come.

The candle is now lit
Lord, our God and King, your greatness is seen

throughout the earth.

When we gaze at the heavens

which your fingers have formed,

and look at the moon and the stars

which you have set there,

I realise how small we are

in the magnificence of your creation.

Yet you treasure us above all that you have made,

and you give us control over all the works of your hand

animals both wild and tame, birds in the air,

and the creatures of the sea.

Lord, our God and King, your greatness is seen

throughout the earth.  Amen.

Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; its pride, its selfishness, its greed; its evil divisions and hatreds.  Let us confess our share in what is wrong and our failure to seek and establish that peace which God wills for his children.     

Lord have mercy 
Where ignorance, self-love and insensitivity

have fractured life in community:

give your light, O God of love.        

Lord, have mercy

Where discrimination, rejection, harassment

have made life an unbearable burden:

give your light, O God of grace.         

Lord, have mercy

Where suspicion and hatred, fear and resentment have challenged your goodness:

give your light, O God of peace.         

Lord, have mercy
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

A Psalm may be read

A Bible reading is read
Father of all,

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off you met us in your Son 

and brought us home.  

Dying and living,

he declared your love, gave us grace,

and opened the gate of glory.

May we who share Christ's body live his risen life;

we who drink his cup bring life to others;

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, so that we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Alternative Service Book 1980
Let us pause in the silence to consider the coming day.
O Lord, you know how busy must be this day;

if I forget you, please do not forget me.

General Lord Astley (1579-1652)

God our Father 

     - bless us

Jesus our rescuer 

     - bless us

Spirit who transforms us 

     - bless us

One God, now and for ever.  

Amen.

PATTERN K

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty:  who was, and is, and is to come.

The candle is now lit
From all pettiness and smallness of mind, 

Good Lord deliver us. 

From every callous remark and thoughtless word 

Good Lord redeem us.

From our shuttered eyes and padlocked hearts 

Good Lord liberate us. 

Through the glorious diversity of your Creation 

Lead us to joy. 

Through the rich variety that is humanity 

Lead us to understanding. 

Through our on-going travels

Lead us to peace and love 

And may Jesus' influence so permeate all our relationships 

and direct all our actions, 

That those things which separate us
may lose all significance and power 

To be replaced by our knowledge of our oneness

in Him Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Through whom we offer these our prayers.  Amen.

A Psalm may be read

A Bible reading is read
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

An Intercession
We pray for our church and the Church around the world.

· Lord Jesus, you sent your apostles to make disciples of all nations: we pray for all leaders and ministers of your Church.

· Lord Jesus, for your sake men and women forsook all and followed you: call us to follow you in mission to bring hope to the peoples of this world.

And so we ask

Lord, mercifully hear our prayer.

We pray for our country and government, and the countries of this world.

· Lord Jesus, you were rich yet, for our sake, became poor: move those who have wealth to share generously with those who are poor.

· You broke down the walls that divide us: bring the people of this world to live in peace and concord.

And so we ask

Lord, mercifully hear our prayer.

We pray for ourselves and those we know.

· Father, you sent your Son into the world: reveal him to others through his life in us.

· Lord Jesus, you are the light for the world: shine your light of hope into our lives and into the lives of those we know.  

And so we ask

Lord, mercifully hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are suffering or ill. 

· Lord Jesus, you cured by your healing touch and word: heal the sick and bless those who minister to them. 

· You were unjustly condemned by Pontius Pilate: strengthen our brothers and sisters who are suffering injustice and persecution.

And so we ask
Lord, mercifully hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,

accept our prayers, 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ
and may we be a blessing to the people we will meet today.  

Amen.

Intercessions inspired by prayer from Southern Africa

PATTERN L

Come into my soul, Lord, as the dawn breaks into the sky

let your sun rise in my heart, at the coming of the day            (traditional)
The candle is now lit
The Canticle

Blessed are you, Lord our God,

creator and redeemer of all;

to you be glory and praise for ever.

From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world

and in your great love fashioned us in your image.

Now, through the deep waters of death,

you have brought your people to new birth

by raising your Son to life in triumph.

May Christ your light ever dawn in our hearts

as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:

Blessed be God for ever.
A Bible reading is read
Lord, you are like a shepherd to me,

and so I have all that I need.

You give me rest in meadows of green grass,

and you lead me to water

where I gain new life and strength.

You guide me along the way that is best for me.

Even when I walk in darkness

and everything around seems like death,

you are there, walking with me,

and the promise of your love and faithfulness

helps to conquer my fear.

In the sight of those who do me down,

you invite me to sit at table with you.

There you offer me even more than I need,

and you remind me that I am significant and special.

You call me to goodness and kindness

every day of my life,

and your house will be my home

my whole life long.
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

God our healer, whose mercy is like a refining fire

touch us with your judgment

and comfort us with your tenderness

that, being comforted by you

we may today reach out to a troubled world

through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

A Prayer for Justice

Bring liberation in

Root out the sin

Of prejudice and power 

Plant seeds, grow flowers

Destroy unjust structures

Cause dissent and disruption

Until people, put down,

Can wear a gold crown.

Till they claim their place 

In the human race

Sitting round the table 

Not the Tower of Babel.

Sharing Pentecost grace

Reflecting God's face

In all the diversity

Discovering divinity.

We praise you, Holy Spirit, for calling us to serve you now, for baptising us to represent you in this broken world.  Help us to be Christ’s united body to heal and reconcile, help us to share Christ’s life with everyone.  And may the blessing of our healer God be with us.  Amen

PATTERN M

O Lord, I call to you, come quickly to me, hear my prayer when I call to you

The candle is now lit

God our Father, you made the great lights in our sky:

the sun to rule in the day,

and the moon and the stars in the night

all because your great love lasts for ever.

Our sun and moon and the stars that you call by name

all give you praise,

because they do what they were created to do.

Lead us, Father,

to reflect the light of Christ your Son

and so live fully

as, in your love, you created us to do. Amen.
We confess our sins by praying together:

O King enthroned on high,

filling the earth with your glory:

holy is your name,

Lord God almighty.

In our sinfulness we cry to you

to take our guilt away,

and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness

draw us to himself,

and cleanse us from all our sins

that we may behold the glory of his Son,

the Word made flesh,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
A Psalm may be read here is required.

A Bible passage is now read

Each morning I hold out my life to you

an empty vessel for you to fill

I give back to you this gift of a new day

In your mercy, redeem today’s mistakes and rescue its good intentions

so that what I am may reflect your life in me

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours

now and for ever.  Amen.

We pray for the people of churches as we seek to follow Jesus Christ

(adding in phrases/names if appropriate)

for those who find themselves passing through a time 

of great change in their faith

for those who find themselves in a difficult and hard place

for all for whom faith in God is new

for the sick

for the various church groups

for all who pray together

for those struggling to belong

for those who have lost their way

for all who have much to be thankful for

for those who have found the true love of God

May we then, as the church of God, 

be Christ in all that we do and to all that we meet.  Amen.

Eternal God, grant to us this day and everyday

such readiness and delight in following Christ

that whether our life be short or long

we shall have lived abundantly.  Amen

PATTERN N

With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them.   Acts 4.33

The candle is now lit

Blessed are you, Lord our God.

How sweet are your words to the taste,

sweeter than honey to the mouth.

How precious are your commands for our life,

more than the finest gold in our hands.

How marvelous is your will for the world,

unending is your love for the nations.

Our voices shall sing of your promises

and our lips declare your praise for ever and ever.   Amen.

Let us pray.

God the Father,

have mercy upon us.

God the Son,

have mercy upon us.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy upon us.

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity,

have mercy upon us.
Lord, direct our thoughts, teach us to pray,

lift up our hearts to worship you in Spirit and in truth,

through Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, the privilege is ours to be called to share in the loving, healing and reconciling mission of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord in this age and wherever we are.  

Since without you we can do no good thing:

May your Spirit make us wise;

May your Spirit guide us;

May your Spirit renew us.

May your Spirit strengthen us

So that we will be; Strong in faith; Discerning in proclamations

Courageous in witness; Persistent in good deeds.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen    (Church of the West Indies)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

A Psalm may be read here

A Bible passage is now read

We pray for the events of today . . . . 

Bring before God the events of the day, 

remembering events beyond Macclesfield

Great and wonderful are your deeds, O Lord God Almighty!

Just and true are your ways, O king of the Nations!

Lord, who shall not fear and glorify your name?

For you alone are holy, all nations will come and worship you.

May the blessing of the Lord rest and remain upon all people 

of every race and language,

and may he give us his blessing of peace.  Amen.

PATTERN O

Because you are with me, Lord, I can wait in patience and in hope for the new life you bring. 

The candle is now lit

The Benedictus

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set them free.

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, 
born of the house of his servant David.
3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old 
to save us from our enemies,

from the hands of all that hate us,

4 To show mercy to our ancestors, 
and to remember his holy covenant.

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

6 Free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous in his sight

all the days of our life.

7 And you, child, 

shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation 
by the forgiveness of all their sins.

9 In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.            Luke 1.68-79
Lord our God, in our sin we have avoided your call.

Our love for you is like a morning cloud,

like the dew that goes away early.

Have mercy on us;  deliver us from judgement; bind up our wounds

and revive us;  in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                       Hosea 6

A canticle is said

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

A Bible reading is read

We pray for the church and we pray for the world

for our mission to love as God loved  . . .

for all whose lives are threatened today . . .

for all who are oppressed because of race and gender, those oppressed by power . . .

for the children in our care, and all whom we seek to give guidance to . . .

for all who are in serious need (maybe reading names from the book) . . 

A Prayer for the Isolated

Eternal God, we pray for all those whose lives are made miserable by racial prejudice.  We remember with shame that in our own land, men, women and children are taunted, ridiculed, despised, threatened and demeaned because of the colour of their skin or because of their accents.  Grant them your strength and grace that they may keep their dignity and their sense of self-worth, and so shame into silence those who persecute them.

We also pray for those whose lives are impoverished by their lack of relationship with people of a different colour, culture or language.  Grant them your strength and grace that they may have the courage to move out of their isolation, conquer their fear and enjoy all the rich fruits of diversity.

Thank you, God, for making us all one - and for making us all different.

In the name of Jesus Christ, who died for all, and who broke down all the barriers which divide.  Amen.
(Amidst difficulties; breaking the cycle of hatred and bitterness)

We know, Lord, that throughout our lives each of us will experience problems and difficulties.  Give us courage and strength at those times and prevent us then from looking only at ourselves.  Keep our vision wide so that, even in times of difficulty, we may still be of help to others.  Help us not to be bitter towards people or situations, but empower us to take the initiative and break the cycle of hatred, bitterness, and evil actions.  Help us to transform the difficulties that come our way into opportunities for personal growth and service of others. Amen.

May God the Father from whom every family on earth 

nd heaven receives its name;

strengthen us with his Spirit in our inner being,

so that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith.

In the name and the blessing of God we go.  Amen.

PATTERN P

If I climb the heavens, Lord, you are there.

If I fly to the point of sunrise, your right hand holds me fast.   (Ps 139)
The candle is now lit

Blessed are you, sovereign God, gentle and merciful,

creator of heaven and earth.

Your word brought light out of darkness.

In Jesus Christ you proclaim good news to the poor,

liberty to captives, sight to the blind

and freedom for the oppressed.

Daily your Spirit renews the face of the earth,

bringing life and health, wholeness and peace.

In the renewal of our lives

you make known your heavenly glory.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Let us pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

This day, Father, may our eyes be opened

to see the beauty in all that is ordinary - yet special - around us.

May the glory of all that you have made remind us of your presence and lead us closer to you. 

A Psalm may be read here if required

Let us spend some time in silence, that we might be attentive to God and not to ourselves

(pause)

(Respect for all life)

God our Father, inspire us with a great respect for all human life from the time of the child growing in the womb to the point of death.

May that respect lead us to grow in a sense of responsibility for all our brothers and sisters throughout the world, knowing that, where one person suffers and is degraded, all of humanity is belittled and abused.

May we grow in a sense of love and care for those less fortunate than ourselves, and lead us to do something about the troubles in our world.  Amen
Father,

I abandon myself into your hands; do with me what you will.  

Whatever you may do, I thank you:

I am ready for all, I accept all.  

Let only your will be done in me and in all your creatures.  

I wish no more than this, O Lord.  

Into your hands I commend my soul:  

I offer it to you with all the love of my heart, for I love you, Lord, 

and so need to give myself, to surrender myself into your hands

without reserve, and with boundless confidence, 

for you are my Father.  Amen.

Prayer of Charles de Foucauld

PATTERN Q

Now is the time to wake out of sleep: for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  

The candle is now lit

A Song of the New Jerusalem
1 Arise, shine out, for your light has come,  

the glory of the Lord is rising upon you.

2 Though night still covers the earth,  

and darkness the peoples;

3 Above you the Holy One arises,  

and above you God’s glory appears.

4 The nations will come to your light,  

and kings to your dawning brightness.

5 Your gates will lie open continually,  

shut neither by day nor by night.

6 The sound of violence shall be heard no longer in your land,  

or ruin and devastation within your borders.

7 You will call your walls, Salvation,  

and your gates, Praise.

8 No more will the sun give you daylight,  

nor moonlight shine upon you;

9 But the Lord will be your everlasting light,  

your God will be your splendour.

10 For you shall be called the city of God,  

the dwelling of the Holy One of Israel. Isaiah 60.1-3,11a,18,19,14b

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God,

we thank you that you have brought us safely

to the beginning of this day.

Keep us from falling into sin

or running into danger,

order us in all our doings

and guide us to do always

what is righteous in your sight;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

O King enthroned on high, 

filling the earth with your glory:

holy is your name,

Lord God almighty.

In our sinfulness we cry to you

to take our guilt away,

and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

A reading is now shared

O God, our Lord and our Friend,

We thank you that you entered our world and became a human being

celebrating the life that we live

and struggling with the difficulties we endure.

As we look forward to your coming again

make us ready to receive you

and help us to announce to others this coming event of history.

And today, make us joyful in knowing you.   Amen.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Pray for events from today’s news

Pray for all that will happen in the name of Christ today, 

and for the work of the parish.

Come Lord Jesus 

- come as King
Rule in our hearts 

- come as love

Rule in our minds 

- come as peace
Rule in our actions 

- come as power

Rule in this day 

- come as joy
Rule in our darkness 

- come as light
Rule in our bodies 

- come as health
Rule in our work 

- come as hope
Your kingdom come 

- your will be done.  Amen.

In joyful expectation of his coming we pray to Jesus, 

saying, Maranatha.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.
PATTERN R
The kingdom of God is close at hand, repent and believe the gospel.

The candle is now lit
A Song of the Wilderness 
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice,  

the desert shall blossom and burst into song.

2 They shall see the glory of the Lord,  

the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weary hands,  

and make firm the feeble knees.

4 Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not,

your God is coming with judgement,  

coming with judgement to save you.’

5 Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened,  

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

6 Then shall the lame leap like a hart,  

and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy.

7 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,  

and streams in the desert;

8 The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,  

with everlasting joy upon their heads.

9 Joy and gladness shall be theirs,  

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Isaiah 35.1,2b-4a,4c-6,10

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.    [pause]
Father, we have sinned against heaven and against you.

We are not worthy to be called your children.

We turn to you again.

Have mercy on us,

bring us back to yourself

as those who once were dead

but now have life through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; forget not all his benefits.

God forgives all our iniquities and heals all our diseases.

He redeems our lives from the pit and crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.

A Bible reading is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

An eighth century prayer - Gelasian Sacramentary
Stir up your power, Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Let us now pray for the events of this day . . . .

Let us not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

Fight valiantly under the banner of Christ against sin, the world, and the devil,

and continue his faithful soldiers and servants  to the end of our lives . . .

. . for you alone are the Holy One,  you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

PATTERN S
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all mankind shall see it.

The candle is now lit
A Song of Redemption
1 The Father has delivered us from the dominion of darkness,  

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son;

2 In whom we have redemption,  

the forgiveness of our sins.

3 He is the image of the invisible God,  

the firstborn of all creation.

4 For in him all things were created,  

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.

5 All things were created through him and for him,  

he is before all things and in him all things hold together.

6 He is the head of the body, the Church,  

he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead.

7 In him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell;  

and through him God was pleased to reconcile all things.   Colossians 1.13-18a, 19, 20a

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

Knowing something of the glory of God

we become even more aware of our sin.

So in faith with sadness in our hearts

we come to confess our separation from God our Father.

Father,

we have sinned against heaven and against you.

We are not worthy to be called your children.

We turn to you again.

Have mercy on us,

bring us back to yourself

as those who once were dead

but now have life through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
A Psalm may now be read

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

In this morning moment, we bring before you the needs of many people; people whose lives have been blighted by illness, misfortune and disaster.  There are some who feel that their lives will never recover, because they have lost hope.

We ask this morning for these people - whether they are known to us, or whether they are faces we have seen on the television or in our newspapers.

Have mercy on them we pray.

We pray those who requested that we remember them  

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

God of power, may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,

may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us, may the gifts of your Spirit

equip us to serve and worship you now and always.  Amen.

And may mercy, peace and love 

be ours to give to others throughout this day: 

from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen.

PATTERN T

Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.

The candle is now lit
A Song of the Spirit 

1 ‘Behold, I am coming soon’, says the Lord,

‘and bringing my reward with me,  

to give to everyone according to their deeds.

2 ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,  

the beginning and the end.’

3 Blessed are those who do God’s commandments,

that they may have the right to the tree of life,  

and may enter into the city through the gates.

4 ‘I, Jesus, have sent my angel to you,  

with this testimony for all the churches.

5 ‘I am the root and the offspring of David,  

I am the bright morning star.’

6 ‘Come!’ say the Spirit and the Bride;  

‘Come!’ let each hearer reply!

7 Come forward, you who are thirsty,  

let those who desire take the water of life as a gift.  Revelation 22.12-14, 16, 17

Surely I am coming soon!    Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!

Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,
that we may seek those things which are above,
where he reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

(from the Church of South India)

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ has promised that you would hear us when we ask in faith: receive the prayers we offer.  We pray for the peace of the world and the welfare and unity of your Church.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for our Bishops and for all leaders, community and church workers, evangelists, and members of congregations.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for our Government, and all who are in positions of leadership and authority in the nation

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray that mutual trust and goodwill may prevail among people of all ethnic groups, classes, castes, creeds, colours and cultures; that we may share with justice the resources of the earth.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for the victims of exploitation and corruption, all those involved in the struggle for their liberation.  We pray too for alcoholics and drug addicts.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for the poor and the oppressed, for all prisoners and refugees, and those affected by war and violence.  We pray for all who care for them.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for the aged and those who are fragile, for widows and widowers, for all orphans, for the sick and the suffering, and all who are persecuted.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for all who work to spread the Good News of the Kingdom of God, that your Holy Spirit will enable them to show the love of Christ.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for all who work in field, factory, office or home, that their work may be blessed and honoured.

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

We pray for ourselves and each other, especially for...

And now in silence, let us offer our own private prayers to God

Lord in your mercy  

Hear our prayer

And now, O Father, 

we commit our struggles and sufferings 

into your Son's wounded hands.  

Our hopes and aspirations into his praying hands.  

Our poor and exploited into his just hands 

and our living and departed into his hands 

that hold the key of the world of death. 

Blessed be the Lord for ever.  Amen
Go in the peace of Christ.  Amen.
PATTERN U
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us.
Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart.

The candle is now lit
The Magnificat (The Song of Mary) 
1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  

he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.

2 From this day all generations will call me blessed;  

the Almighty has done great things for me

and holy is his name.

3 He has mercy on those who fear him,  

from generation to generation.

4 He has shown strength with his arm  

and has scattered the proud in their conceit,

5 Casting down the mighty from their thrones  

and lifting up the lowly.

6 He has filled the hungry with good things  

and sent the rich away empty.

7 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,  

to remember his promise of mercy,
8 The promise made to our ancestors,  

to Abraham and his children for ever. Luke 1.46-55

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

A Bible passage is now read
Eternal God,

ruler of the universe,

May we who have heard your word

Always be ready to answer your call

And to follow without fear.

We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord.

(Anglican Church of Canada)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Prayer of St Anselm

O Lord my God.

Teach my heart this day where and how to find you.

You have made me and re-made me,

and you have bestowed on me all the good things I possess,

and still I do not know you.

I have not yet done that for which I was made.

Teach me to seek you, for I cannot seek you unless you teach me,

or find you unless you show yourself to me.

Let me seek you in my desire; let me desire you in my seeking.

Let me find you by loving you; let me love you when I find you.

Lord God, your Kingdom come, 

In joy and generosity,

In the small and the large, 

the ordinary and the special,

And to you be the glory, now and always.     

Amen

PATTERN V
By his death he has destroyed death,

and by his rising to life again he has restored to us everlasting life.
The candle is now lit
from Psalm 104

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  

O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!

You are clothed with majesty and honour,  

wrapped in light as in a garment.

The sun knows the time for its setting.  

You make darkness that it may be night.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  

O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!

O Lord, how manifold are your works!  

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created,  

and you renew the face of the earth.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  

O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;  

may the Lord rejoice in his works;

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  

I will make music to my God while I have my being.

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  

O Lord my God, how excellent is your greatness!

(From South Africa)

You asked for my hands that you might use them for your purpose.

I gave them for a moment then withdrew them for the work was hard.

You asked for my mouth to speak out against injustice.

I gave you a whisper that I might not be accused.

You asked for my eyes to see the pain of poverty.

I closed them for I did not want to see.

You asked for my life that you might work through me.

I gave a small part that I might not get too involved.

Lord forgive my calculated efforts to serve you,

only when it is convenient for me to do so,

only in those places where it is safe to do so,

and only with those who make it so easy to do so.

Father, forgive us, 

renew us, send us out as a usable instrument,

that we might take seriously the meaning of your cross.  Amen
A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Other prayers are now said

O Creator and Mighty God,

You have promised strength for the weak; 

rest for the labourers; light for the way; 

grace for the trials, help from above, unfailing sympathy, undying love.

O Creator and Mighty God,

Help us to continue in your promise.  

And may the blessing of God be with us all.  Amen.           (Pakistan)

PATTERN W 
Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things.

The candle is now lit
The Psalm

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High  

and abides under the shadow of the Almighty,

2 Shall say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my stronghold,  

my God, in whom I put my trust.’

3 For he shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler  

and from the deadly pestilence.

4 He shall cover you with his wings

and you shall be safe under his feathers;  

his faithfulness shall be your shield and buckler.

5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night,  

nor of the arrow that flies by day; 

6 Of the pestilence that stalks in darkness,  

nor of the sickness that destroys at noonday.

7 Though a thousand fall at your side

and ten thousand at your right hand,  

yet it shall not come near you.

8 Your eyes have only to behold  

to see the reward of the wicked.

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge  

and the Most High your stronghold,

10 There shall no evil happen to you,  

neither shall any plague come near your tent.

11 For he shall give his angels charge over you,  

to keep you in all your ways.

12 They shall bear you in their hands,  

lest you dash your foot against a stone.

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

God our Father, we bring before you today those who suffer

from chronic illness or disability - those for whom sickness or disability

profoundly affects their lives.

When they feel diminished, remind them that you call them by name

and hold them in the palm of your hand. Is 43 1
When they feel fragile and broken, mould them and heal them,

that they may more closely resemble the image of Jesus,

your Son and our Brother.

When they are reminded of different times in the past,

lead them to grow in the faith that you love them today, as they are,

in the reality of their lives this day.

When they feel uncertain about the future, lead them to that perfect love

which casts out all fear. 1 John 4 18
When situations remind them - not of what they can do,

but of what they cannot do – remind them that “love never fails”, 1 Cor 13 8
and that, living in your love, they will bear your fruit in plenty. Jn 15 5,9
May all of us - whatever our circumstances – never be so taken up with our own concerns

that we do not see or respond to the needs of others.

May we live with courage the different challenges that each of us faces.  Amen.

(From Malawi)

May all nations praise you, 

you the true God,

from the south even to the north

from east to west, from sea to sea.

May the mighty wind bear your name, 

through cities and hamlets, 

by quiet valleys and silent mountains, 

over moving waters and roaring falls, 

across desert, plain and forest.

May your name be known 

and loved all over the land.

Imprint all your splendour 

which words cannot express.  Amen.

A thought for this day:

The only true joy on earth is to escape the prison of our own false self,

and enter by love into union with the life who loves us and all creation.

(Pause)

May we now go in the peace of Christ.  Amen.

PATTERN X
Christ Jesus, being found in human form, humbled himself:  and became obedient even to death, death on a cross.

The candle is now lit
A Song of Faith

1 Blessed be the God and Father  

of our Lord Jesus Christ!

2 By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope  

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

3 Into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading,  

kept in heaven for you,

4 Who are being protected by the power of God

through faith for a salvation,  

ready to be revealed in the last time.

5 You were ransomed from the futile ways of your ancestors  

not with perishable things like silver or gold

6 But with the precious blood of Christ  

like that of a lamb without spot or stain.

7 Through him we have confidence in God,

who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,  

so that your faith and hope are set on God.  

Amen.                                                                1 Peter 1.3-5,18,19,21

Let us pause in silence to bring our sin to Almighty God.    [pause]
From the cowardice that dare not face new truth, 

From the laziness that is contented with half truth, 

From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth:

Good Lord deliver us.  Amen.            (from Kenya)
A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Look, Lord,

on an empty vessel that needs to be filled.

In faith I am weak - strengthen me.

In love I am cold - warm me and make me fervent

so that my love may go out to my neighbour.

I doubt and am unable to trust you completely.

Lord, strengthen my faith and trust in you.

You are all the treasure I possess.

I am poor, you are rich,

and you came to have mercy on the poor.

I am a sinner, you are goodness.

From you I can receive goodness,

but I can give you nothing.

Therefore I shall stay with you.

(Martin Luther).

(From a 10th century African hymn)

The cross is the way of the lost

The cross is the staff of the lame

The cross is the guide of the blind

The cross is the strength of the weak

The cross is the hope of the hopeless

The cross is the freedom of the slaves

The cross is the water of the seeds

The cross is the consolation of the bonded labourers

The cross is the source of those who seek water

The cross is the cloth of the naked.

Lord, 

inspire us to live in such a way today

that our choices 

and our commitment to live in a positive way

may transform the negative

into something positive,

and the ordinariness of daily life

into something extraordinary.

Be with us Lord to the close of this day.  

Amen.

PATTERN Y

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

The candle is now lit

Venite – a Song of Triumph

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;  

let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving  

and be glad in him with psalms.

3 For the Lord is a great God  

and a great king above all gods.

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth  

and the heights of the mountains are his also.

5 The sea is his, for he made it,  

and his hands have moulded the dry land.

6 Come, let us worship and bow down  

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

7 For he is our God;  

we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.

8 O that today you would listen to his voice:  

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

on that day at Massah in the wilderness,

9 ‘When your forebears tested me, and put me to the proof,  

though they had seen my works.

10 ‘Forty years long I detested that generation and said,  

“This people are wayward in their hearts;

they do not know my ways.”

11 ‘So I swore in my wrath,  

“They shall not enter into my rest.” ’               Psalm 95

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

O God,

to those who have hunger, give bread,

and to us who have bread,

give the hunger for justice.

(World Council of Churches).

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Lord, we come before you as we are.

We ask you to take away from us

all that makes us less than human.

Strengthen us with the power of your Spirit

that our attitude and outlook may develop,

and our “way of looking”

may become more like yours.

Help us to remain positive -

encouraging and appreciating one another,

looking upon people in the same way that you do. Amen.
A prayer of St Augustine

Lord, you were rich

yet, for our sakes, you became poor.

You promised in your Gospel

that whatever is done

for the least of your brothers and sisters

is done for you.

Give us grace to be always willing and ready

to provide for the needs

of those whose parents have died

or whose homes are broken,

that your kingdom of service and love

may extend throughout the world,

to your unending glory.  Amen.
(Desmond Tutu’s prayer)

Goodness is stronger than evil;

love is stronger than hate;

light is stronger than darkness;

life is stronger than death;

victory is ours through him who loved us.

Let us then go in the power of Christ and his love. Amen.
PATTERN Z

Be still and know that I am God

Be still and know that I am God  (pause)

Be still and know that I am

Be still and know that I am  (pause)
Be still and know

Be still and know  (pause)
Be still

Be still  (pause)
Be

Be  (pause)
The candle is now lit
A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Lord, we ask you to open our eyes

that we may value and appreciate all people,

recognising what we have in common

rather than focusing

on what our differences might be.

Inspire us to distinguish

between what is important

and what is not,

and open our minds and hearts

that we may always be people of good will

who bring life and joy to others.  Amen.
Lord, give us all the courage we need

to go the way you shepherd us,

that when you call

we may go unfrightened.

If you bid us come to you across the waters,

that we may not be frightened as we go.

And if you bid us climb the hill,

may we not notice that it is a hill,

mindful only of the happiness of your company.

You made us for yourself,

that we should travel with you

and see you at last in your unveiled beauty

in the abiding city,

where you are light and happiness

and endless home.    (Bede Jarrett, OP - adapted)

As we go into this day

grant us to recognise in others, Lord God,

the radiance of your own face. 

Amen.                       (Teilhard de Chardin, SJ)

PATTERN AA

Lead us this day, Lord, to live fully in the present moment

and enjoy all that is good around us.

May all that is life-giving remind us of your life and love

that surround us now. 

The candle is now lit
A Song of Ezekiel

1 I will take you from the nations,  

and gather you from all the countries.

2 I will sprinkle clean water upon you,  

and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses.

3 A new heart I will give you,  

and put a new spirit within you,

4 And I will remove from your body the heart of stone  

and give you a heart of flesh.

5 You shall be my people,  

and I will be your God. Ezekiel 36.24-26,28b

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

A Bible passage is now read
Loving Lord,

you tell us in the Bible

that whatever wrong we have done

you tread down our faults

to the bottom of the sea.    Micah 7.19
We know there is no need

to keep thinking

about what we have done in the past,   Is 43.18
because you pardon

the wrongs we have done,

and you delight in showing mercy.    Micah 7.18
You bind up all our wounds    Psalms 147.3
and you renew us by your love.    Zephaniah 3.17
Lord, you love all that you have made,    Wisdom 11.24
and it is your very nature

to love and forgive.

Lead us to be generous

in accepting and forgiving others

in the same way

as you accept and forgive us. Amen.

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Loving Lord,

We often see on the TV news examples of inhumanity to others - people being tortured, abused, injured or killed.

We need to remind ourselves that the commandment “do not kill” also refers to our attitudes and what we do each day,

because it is in smaller ways that we can destroy people if we ignore them or cut them off or do them down.

Loving Lord, inspire us to take care of the smaller things of life as well as the bigger issues.  Amen.

Teach us, Lord, to do the little things

as though they were great

because of the majesty of Christ

who does them in us

and who lives our life.

Teach us to do the greatest things

as though they were little and easy

because of his omnipotence.           (Blaise Pascal)

God be in my head 

and in my understanding.

God be in my eyes 
and in my looking.

God be in my mouth 
and in my speaking.

God be in my heart 
and in my thinking.

God be at my end 
and at my departing. 

                                       (Sarum Book of Hours, 1514)
Go in the peace of Christ

Thanks be to God

PATTERN AB

Lead me this day, Lord, not only to be of service to others but to ensure

that I find quiet moments for myself and for you

The candle is now lit
A Song of David

1 Blessed are you, God of Israel, for ever and ever,  

for yours is the greatness, the power,

the glory, the splendour and the majesty.

2 Everything in heaven and on earth is yours;  

yours is the kingdom, O Lord,

and you are exalted as head over all.

3 Riches and honour come from you  

and you rule over all.

4 In your hand are power and might;  

yours it is to give power and strength to all.

5 And now we give you thanks, our God,  

and praise your glorious name.

6 For all things come from you,  

and of your own have we given you.        1 Chronicles 29.10b-13,14b
Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

God in my daily life

God to enfold me,

God to surround me,

God in my speaking,

God in my thinking.

God in my sleeping,

God in my waking,

God in my watching,

God in my hoping.

God in my life,

God in my lips,

God in my soul,

God in my heart.

God in my sufficing,

God in my slumber,

God in my ever-living soul,

God in mine eternity.               (Carmina Gadelica)
To you, Creator of nature and humanity, of truth and beauty, we pray:

Hear our voice, for it is the voice of the victims of all wars and violence

among individuals and nations.

Hear our voice, 

for it is the voice of all children who suffer and who will suffer

when people put their faith in weapons and war.

Hear our voice

when we beg you to instill into the hearts of all human beings

the vision of peace, the strength of justice

and the joy of fellowship.

Hear our voice,

for we speak for the multitudes in every country and in every period of history

who do not want war and are ready to walk the road of peace.

Hear our voice

and grant insight and strength so that we may always respond

to hatred with love,

to injustice with total dedication to justice,

to need with the sharing of self,

to war with peace.

O God, hear our voice,

and grant to the world your everlasting peace.

         (Pope John Paul II at Hiroshima, Japan, 1981).

May God’s Spirit be with you today

May He walk with us in all we do.  Amen.

PATTERN AC
We come into your presence, Father, and ask that you help us

to be as trusting and close to you

as many little children are with their parents.

May our lives today reflect that you rejoice in our company.

May we rejoice in yours. 

The candle is now lit

A Song of Praise

1 You are worthy, our Lord and God,  

to receive glory and honour and power.

2 For you have created all things,  

and by your will they have their being.

3 You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain,  

and by your blood you ransomed for God

saints from every tribe and language and nation.

4 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests

serving our God,  

and they will reign with you on earth. Revelation 4.11; 5.9b, 10

To the One who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  

be blessing and honour, glory and might, for ever and ever. 

Amen.

The Jesus Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Lord, inspire us to give of our best and make good use

of the talents you have given us.

Show us how to be positive in attitude, appreciating and valuing others,

always being ready to encourage and give praise.

Sometimes we draw conclusions about people in terms of what we think

is meant by “success” and “failure”,

but the “failure” of one person might count as a great “success”

of someone with other talents.

Lead us never to judge people but to accept others as they are,

knowing that it is together, each with our differences,

that we build up your Kingdom.  Amen.
Other prayers may now continue….

PATTERN AD
In one spirit we were all baptized into one body whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free, male or female.

The candle is now lit
May our horizons this day, Lord,

not be so foreshortened that we notice little.

Instead, open our eyes 

that we may see afar and above

as well as in front and beneath us.

Lead us to keep our lives in perspective and balance

and discover that the thread of your presence

is interwoven through the events and people of this day. 

A Bible passage is now read
Let us now ask our God to help us to live for Him today 
and not for ourselves.

Lord, I acknowledge my sinfulness.

I ask you to empower me

with your Holy Spirit,

that I may resist temptation

and “choose life

rather than death”,           (Deut 30: 19)

- good rather than evil -

in the ordinary circumstances

of my daily life. Amen.

A psalm may now read.

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

God our Father,

we give you thanks

for the talents you have given to mankind,

and for the blessings received

through those who use their gifts well.

We think of the beauty of the world which you proclaimed to be good,

but we are also conscious of our misuse of what you have given to us:

· from the ore in the ground we fashion bullets and weapons;

· from the oil under the sea we derive explosives;

· we damage and pollute our own environment for short-term gains; 

· from the atoms of existence we produce bombs of mass destruction.

Our governments spend money in our name maintaining “butter mountains” and “wine lakes”,

and we subsidise farmers to “set aside” land

so that less food is produced, even though our brothers and sisters die each day from hunger.

On our paper money we print the images of famous people,

yet often do not treasure and uphold the dignity of all who are made

in your image and likeness.

Open our hearts to be influenced for good,

and inspire us to touch the hearts of others.

Enable us to change the things that contradict your love,

and may all your people work and grow together

as brothers and sisters, building up your kingdom on earth.  Amen.

Please conclude these prayers in a way you think is appropriate.

PATTERN AE
If I climb the heavens, Lord, you are there.

If I fly to the point of sunrise, your right hand holds me fast.  (Ps 139)
The candle is now lit

This day, Father, may our eyes be opened
to see the beauty in all that is ordinary - yet special - around us.

May the glory of all that you have made remind us of your presence 
and lead us closer to you. 

The Song of Moses and Miriam

1 I will sing to the Lord, who has triumphed gloriously,  

the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

2 The Lord is my strength and my song  

and has become my salvation.

3 This is my God whom I will praise,  

the God of my forebears whom I will exalt.

4 The Lord is a warrior,  

the Lord is his name.

5 Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in power:  

your right hand, O Lord, shatters the enemy.

6 At the blast of your nostrils, the sea covered them;  

they sank as lead in the mighty waters.

7 In your unfailing love, O Lord,  

you lead the people whom you have redeemed.

8 And by your invincible strength  

you will guide them to your holy dwelling.

9 You will bring them in and plant them, O Lord,  

in the sanctuary which your hands have established.   

Exodus 15.1b-3,6,10,13,17

Glory to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord our God,

creator and redeemer of all;

to you be glory and praise for ever.

From the waters of chaos you drew forth the world

and in your great love fashioned us in your image.

Now, through the deep waters of death,

you have brought your people to new birth

by raising your Son to life in triumph.

May Christ your light ever dawn in our hearts

as we offer you our sacrifice of thanks and praise.

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  

Amen.
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;

let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,

so may the light of your presence, O God,

set our hearts on fire with love for you;

now and for ever.

Amen.

A Psalm may be said

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water

welling up to eternal life,

perfect in us the image of his glory;

and may the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among us and remain with us always.

Amen.

PATTERN AF
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.
The candle is now lit

Psalm 8

1Our LORD and Ruler, your name is wonderful everywhere on earth! 
You let your glory be seen in the heavens above. 

2With praises from children and from tiny infants, you have built a fortress. 
It makes your enemies silent, and all who turn against you are left speechless. 

3I often think of the heavens your hands have made, 
and of the moon and stars you put in place. 

4Then I ask, "Why do you care about us humans? 
Why are you concerned for us weaklings?" 

5You made us a little lower than you yourself,
and you have crowned us with glory and honor. 

6You let us rule everything your hands have made. 
And you put all of it under our power-- 

7the sheep and the cattle, 
and every wild animal, 

8the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, 
and all ocean creatures. 

9Our LORD and Ruler, your name is wonderful 
everywhere on earth! 

A Bible passage is now read
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory

are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

Intercessions on an Easter theme

As Easter people, let us look outwards, and bring the needs of the world to God in prayer:

Jesus, your death was partly the result of the scheming of religious leaders 

who distorted the truth about God.

We know that you care about truth,

and we pray today for those with authority in this and in the wider church.

May they lead wisely and uphold your truth.  

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, your death was partly the blundering of government officials who were too weak to uphold true justice.  

We know you care about justice and good government,

and pray today for those in high places in our country 

Help them to make decisions which are for the greatest good of all.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, you were humiliated at your trial, 

deserted by your friends and rejected by those you loved.

We know you identify with those on the margins, and pray today for the homeless, those in prison, those suffering public humiliation and those rejected by those they love.  

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, you hung on a cross and suffered all kinds of terrible pain.

We know you died to bring healing,

and pray today for all who are physically

or mentally ill, those with physical and learning disabilities;

for doctors, nurses, and others who combine human skills 

with scientific discovery to raise our standards of health.  

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, even after the joy of your resurrection, your friends and family 

must have felt a sense of loss.

We know you understand our human feelings,

and pray today for those who are sad 

because things will never be the same again.

Help us all to adjust to new things,

Whether good or bad.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

Jesus, your resurrection is about new life

We know you want everyone to enjoy life to the full,

and pray today for those who have little

choice in their lives; those without the

freedom to worship; the hungry; those

who have never heard of the freedom

which your gospel brings.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

May the crucified and resurrected Jesus

be our guide and mentor for all of today.  

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer - Traditional
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.  Amen.
The Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Sentences for The Peace

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. Romans 5.1,2

Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God

in one body by the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace.

May the God of peace make you perfect and holy, that you may be kept safe and blameless in spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God.  We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.

God is love and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.

‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name,’ says the Lord, ‘there am I in the midst of them.’

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith, heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.

God has made us one in Christ.  He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.

A sign of Peace
God calls us to peace:

in God's justice is our peace.
Christ calls us to live justly:

in Christ is reconciliation between all people.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
Blessings

The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

God the Father,

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;

and the blessing …

Christ the good shepherd,

who laid down his life for the sheep,

draw you and all who hear his voice,

to be one flock within one fold;

and the blessing …

The God of all grace,

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith;

and the blessing …

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make you one in praise and love,

and raise you up at the last day; and the blessing …

May the Father from whom every family

in earth and heaven receives its name

strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being,

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;

and the blessing …

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; and the blessing 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life,

perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing …

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing …

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;

and the blessing …

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; and the blessing 

Christ crucified draw you to himself,

to find in him a sure ground for faith,

a firm support for hope,

and the assurance of sins forgiven;

and the blessing …

The God of peace,

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,

that great shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will,

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;

and the blessing …

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love,

defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace;

and the blessing …

Be Lord a bright flame before me

Be Lord a guiding star above me

Be Lord a smooth path below me

Be Lord a kindly shepherd behind me

Today - tonight - forever.          


St Columba (c.524-97)

On our heads and our houses

the blessing of God

on our coming and going

the peace of God

in our life and believing

the love of God

at our end and new beginning

the arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.  Amen.

Blessing and laughter and loving be yours

The love of a Great God

who names you and holds you

while the earth turns and the flowers grow

this day, this night, this moment, and for ever.

May the road rise to meet you

may the wind be always at your back

may the sun shine upon your face

the rains fall soft upon your fields

and, until we meet again

may God hold you in the palm of his hand.  
Gaelic
The blessing of the God of Sarah and of Abraham

the blessing of the Son born of Mary

the blessing of the Holy Spirit

who broods over us as a mother over her children

be with us all.              



Indian
The Lord bless you and keep you

The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious unto you

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you

and give you peace, now and always.   






Numbers 6:24-6
(WCC New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 1989)
May the blessing of the Lord rest and remain upon all his people in every land, of every tongue;

may the Lord meet in mercy all who seek him;

may the Lord comfort all who suffer and mourn;

may the Lord hasten his coming, and give us, his people, the blessing of peace.  Amen.
A Celtic blessing for hospitality

May the blessing of light be on you,

Light without and light within.

May the blessed sunlight shine upon you

And warm your heart till it glows like a great fire,

And strangers may warm themselves as well as friends.

And may the light shine out of the eyes of you,

Like a candle set in the window of a house,

Bidding the wanderer to come in out of the storm.

May you ever have a kindly greeting for people 

As you're going along the roads.

And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly.  Amen.

A Dismissal

May the suffering of the crucified Christ

fill us with compassion for all acts of injustice;

may the love of the wounded Christ make us whole;

may the power of the dying Christ draw us to follow him in love

all the days of our lives.  Amen.
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

Amen.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

Amen.

The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Amen.

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
