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Lord’s Prayer - Traditional
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Absolution

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Sentences for The Peace

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his grace. Romans 5.1,2

Christ is our peace.  He has reconciled us to God

in one body by the cross.  We meet in his name and share his peace.

May the God of peace make you perfect and holy, that you may be kept safe and blameless in spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God.  We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.

God is love and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.

‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name,’ says the Lord, ‘there am I in the midst of them.’

We are all one in Christ Jesus. We belong to him through faith, heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.

God has made us one in Christ.  He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. Alleluia.

A sign of Peace
God calls us to peace:

in God's justice is our peace.
Christ calls us to live justly:

in Christ is reconciliation between all people.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.
Blessings

The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

God the Father,

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;

and the blessing …

Christ the good shepherd,

who laid down his life for the sheep,

draw you and all who hear his voice,

to be one flock within one fold;

and the blessing …

The God of all grace,

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith;

and the blessing …

Christ, who has nourished us with himself the living bread, make you one in praise and love,

and raise you up at the last day; and the blessing …

May the Father from whom every family

in earth and heaven receives its name

strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being,

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;

and the blessing …

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing; and the blessing 

May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water welling up to eternal life,

perfect in you the image of his glory; and the blessing …

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,

scatter the darkness from before your path,

and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 

and the blessing …

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness,

to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him;

and the blessing …

Christ the Son of God, born of Mary,

fill you with his grace to trust his promises and obey his will; and the blessing 

Christ crucified draw you to himself,

to find in him a sure ground for faith,

a firm support for hope,

and the assurance of sins forgiven;

and the blessing …

The God of peace,

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,

that great shepherd of the sheep,

through the blood of the eternal covenant,

make you perfect in every good work to do his will,

working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;

and the blessing …

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love,

defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace;

and the blessing …

Be Lord a bright flame before me

Be Lord a guiding star above me

Be Lord a smooth path below me

Be Lord a kindly shepherd behind me

Today - tonight - forever.          


St Columba (c.524-97)

On our heads and our houses

the blessing of God

on our coming and going

the peace of God

in our life and believing

the love of God

at our end and new beginning

the arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.  Amen.

Blessing and laughter and loving be yours

The love of a Great God

who names you and holds you

while the earth turns and the flowers grow

this day, this night, this moment, and for ever.

May the road rise to meet you

may the wind be always at your back

may the sun shine upon your face

the rains fall soft upon your fields

and, until we meet again

may God hold you in the palm of his hand.  
Gaelic
The blessing of the God of Sarah and of Abraham

the blessing of the Son born of Mary

the blessing of the Holy Spirit

who broods over us as a mother over her children

be with us all.              



Indian
The Lord bless you and keep you

The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious unto you

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you

and give you peace, now and always.   






Numbers 6:24-6
(WCC New Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 1989)
May the blessing of the Lord rest and remain upon all his people in every land, of every tongue;

may the Lord meet in mercy all who seek him;

may the Lord comfort all who suffer and mourn;

may the Lord hasten his coming, and give us, his people, the blessing of peace.  Amen.
A Celtic blessing for hospitality

May the blessing of light be on you,

Light without and light within.

May the blessed sunlight shine upon you

And warm your heart till it glows like a great fire,

And strangers may warm themselves as well as friends.

And may the light shine out of the eyes of you,

Like a candle set in the window of a house,

Bidding the wanderer to come in out of the storm.

May you ever have a kindly greeting for people 

As you're going along the roads.

And now may the Lord bless you, and bless you kindly.  Amen.

A Dismissal

May the suffering of the crucified Christ

fill us with compassion for all acts of injustice;

may the love of the wounded Christ make us whole;

may the power of the dying Christ draw us to follow him in love

all the days of our lives.  Amen.
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

Amen.

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.

Amen.

The Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Amen.

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.
Introduction

Come Holy Spirit

enter our silences

Come Holy Spirit

into the depths of our longing

Come Holy Spirit

our friend and our lover

Come Holy Spirit

unmask our pretending

Come Holy Spirit

expose our lives

Come Holy Spirit

sustain our weakness

Come Holy Spirit

redeem our creation

Enter our trusting

enter our fearing

enter our letting go

enter our holding back

Flood our barren places

makfe fertile our deserts within

Break us and heal us

liberator of our desires

Come Holy Spirit

embrace and free us.  Amen

Invitation to Confession
On the day of Pentecost, 
the Spirit of God filled his people

with love, joy and peace.

Let us allow the same Spirit 
to search our whole beings;

and confess to God the times 
when we have closed ourselves to his love

and trusted ourselves alone.  
By praying together . . . . 

The Collect

O God , life-giving Spirit

Spirit of healing and comfort

of integrity and truth.

Breathe into us your freshness 

that we may awake,

cleanse our vision that we may see more clearly,

kindle our senses that we may feel more sharply,

and give us the courage to live

as you would have us live.

In Jesus Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen.

A Blessing
The Spirit of truth lead you into all truth,

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

and strengthen you to proclaim the word and works of God;

and the blessing …

The Spirit of God fills his people

with love, joy and peace.

Let us allow the Spirit 
to search our whole beings again;

and confess to God the times when we have closed ourselves to his love

and trusted ourselves alone.  
O loving God

it is when we are weak 

that your strength is seen most clearly in us.

Help us to live in this place of trust,

that in this world can often feel like failure,

in order that others may see in us

your way of working in the world.

Trusting in Jesus Christ whose weakness was strength

and whose wounds are our healing.  Amen.

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God.  

We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.

The Lord bless you and keep you

The Lord make his face to shine upon you

and be gracious unto you

The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you

and give you peace, now and always. Amen.
Lord God

it was through the death of the Son you loved so much,

Jesus Christ,

that the death of the universe was once and for all defeated,

and life made an eternal possibility.

So put into us, what we cannot put into ourselves

the power to love as Jesus loved

and the ability to transform the world you love.

We pray, trusting in Christ

who cannot be divided from the Father

or the Spirit,

who as one, are God for ever.  Amen

Intercessions at a Service of Healing

In our broken and hurting world

we turn to you this evening 

to come and lift the fallen

to heal the sick

and comfort the dying;

that in life and death

we may know that you are the God of all things.

Lord hear us

All
Lord, graciously hear us.

In our broken and hurting lives

we ourselves call upon you

to reach into our pain, and loss, and our weakness.

Take what we despise and deplore

and transform it into a gift for others,

as it is in our weakness that you are strong

and through our failings that you can be known.

Lord hear us

All
Lord, graciously hear us.

In our families and among our friends

there are many who are this evening in pain,

there are those who have a serious sickness in their body,

or in their mind,

others who are simply feeling the restrictions of old age,

some who know that they have something wrong with them

but they don’t know what it is.

This evening parents will sit by the bed of their desperately sick child,

a daughter or a son will sit by their aging parent,

a stranger may encounter an ill person embarrassed in a public place. 

Lord we come to pray for these people.

Lord hear us

All
Lord, graciously hear us.

In hospitals, nursing homes, hospices, and other institutions

health-workers care for the sick.

We pray that you give them a compassion for those in their care

which is more than a professional concern.

Sharpen their skills, that what they do will be highly effective.

And help them to have a concern for whole person who they minister to.

We pray for staff who have had to break bad news to a patient [or their family] recently.

We pray for those who have been alongside a person as they died.

And we pray for those who have had to tend to people with serious wounds who have been caught up in terrible accidents.

Lord hear us

All
Lord, graciously hear us.

Now we name to you those who have asked for prayer

and those who others have asked on their behalf.

We read from the book

Lord hear us

All
Lord, graciously hear us.

And we pray for ourselves

Lord touch us and heal us

that we might know the fullness of life that Jesus came to bring,

in our bodies, in our minds, in our spirits, in our souls,

in the depth of who we are in you.

Lord hear us

All
Lord, graciously hear us. 

Prayers at an evening service

In the evening of this day, let us pray to God, 

that he may hear our true concerns

rather than the empty selfish sounds of our hearts.

In the evening of this day, as we pray

may our concerns become God concerns,

our passions God’s passions,

and so may our prayers be prayed according to his will.

Lord God, hear us and answer our prayers.

And also, answer even the prayers that we do not pray

either because we dare not

or simply because we do not care enough.

We live in an age when we believe we can create security 

and certainty for ourselves, apart from you.

We are constantly warned of dangers

from within our nation, or from beyond our boundaries.

We begin to fear and expect the worst

even though you tell us not to fear so often in your word.

Help us to understand that we cannot create security in a world that nurtures injustice and dehumanises the life of others.

Help us to see that the world community we have created

has resulted in many feeling aggrieved and devalued.

But when we look at this world, the problems sometimes seem too large, too complex and too numerous to address.

We think of the ongoing situation in the Sudan, the Iraq problem, the chronic stand-off in Palestine/Israel, racial and ethnic conflicts.

There are also great ecological matters which not only national boundaries, but across the entire world.  Global warming, population growth and finite natural resources.

While these are not matters that you expect us each to solve, help to be willing to be part of your solution to our world’s problems.  Help us to see how you can use each one of us in building a better world that more accurately reflects your love and your values.

--------------

We pray for our church, across the Team.  As we face the future give a vision of your church as you would have it:

– as a place where we encounter your life in a special and transforming way

 - as a people who welcome and include outsiders looking for love and acceptance

- as a centre where we find strength to work in your world, bringing the love of Christ to people and institutions

- and as praying and learning heart in this town and community.

Help us to be courageous when the world ignores much of what we do and say, and when other powers seem to hold more sway.  But keep us  close to your heart so that our significance comes from you and not from our own achievements.

--------------

And we pray for all individuals known to us, who are unwell,

facing operations at hospital,

having to face the journey of bereavement,

with personal problems,

and those facing the ongoing stresses of daily life.

Lord, hear our prayers, and use us this week 

to bring your love to a hurting world,

and your joy to those who celebrate 

the good things of life this week.

In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Prayers for a Trinity Sunday Evening

Most holy God as we come to pray, 

give us a deep reverence for who you are.

We glibly say ‘Father, Son & Holy Spirit’ in our prayers

with little understanding of what we are speaking.

As the prophet Isaiah wrote in the year that King Uzziah died,

“I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,

high and lofty, and the hem of his robes filled the Temple,

and the Seraphs called to each other and said

‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God of hosts,

the whole earth is full of his glory.’”

Lord, holy Lord,

give us a vision that will help us

glimpse something of your true being

that we may be humbled, and ultimately healed.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

As God above all gods

you live in the perfect harmony of love and generosity.

As humans among humans

much of our life is lived in the misery of hatred and selfishness.

Help us to be your image bearers here on earth

that others may see in us

something of your transforming life.

Even when it hurts, especially when it hurts,

help us to understand that your redeeming love

can work through our most fragile weaknesses 

and deepest rebellion.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

We are not a people who are caught up with holiness

but with survival, security and significance.

So we fight in the rat-race of life to be seen to be better, more correct, more caring than others alongside whom we live 
     – and this is a futile fight.

Nations fight each other to remain dominant over others, 

to exploit commercial markets

to defend of extend territory

or fight simply out of fear of the other.

Lord, most holy Lord,

help us see that there is no personal or national battle worth fighting, except that we might imitate your life, lived in Trinity, here on earth.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

So we offer you ourselves on this Trinity evening, daring to come to the table of fellowship to take communion.  

But you are a God of mercy and all our hopes rest on you.

Heal our diseases.

Mend our broken hearts.

Refresh our passion to serve you.

Increase our desire to be yours and yours alone.

That our lives, together with the whole earth, will be full of your glory.

