Isaiah 60.1-16  The Ingathering of the Dispersed

1Arise, shine; for your light has come,
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2For darkness shall cover the earth,
   and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
   and his glory will appear over you. 
3Nations shall come to your light,
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

4Lift up your eyes and look around;
   they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant;
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice,*
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you,
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
   all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 


When do we normally hear words such as these?

1Arise, shine; for your light has come,
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

· and how do we understand these words which seem to go on and on

· and do not relate to today – except the selected passages we choose

How many chapters of ‘prophecy’?

Isaiah 66, Jeremiah 52, Lamentations 5, Ezekiel 48, Daniel 12, Hosea 14, Joel 3, Amos 9, Obadiah 1, Jonah 4, Micah 7, Nahum 3, Habakkuk 3, Zephaniah 3, Haggai 2, Zechariah 14, Malachi 4

250 chapters of such passages

only 89 chapters in all four gospels

Strange way, it seems, of God speaking to his people

· But I want to put it to you that it is not so strange

· God often speaks to us, even today, through our imagination

Today equivalent?  STREET POETS

Poetry – beware, this is an engineer speaking!
1.  In good poetry, you do not tell people what to do

not about pushing people around, telling what to do

Q. what is this poetry about? [in a Biblical context]

helping people to see things differently

[sentimental poetry normally has the effect of reinforcing where we already are]

Edinburgh Fringe “most people ignore poetry because most poetry ignores them”
2.  Secondly, it very can be very porous way of speaking

ambiguous and open way of speaking

only after more reflection does understanding come

often, though, people want certitude

it seems to me, that over explaining poetry usually kills it

3.  Sometimes, it is only poetry/arts that can lead us from despair to a new place

from our dummed down, flattened, over technical world

This still happens in our life time – four examples

1.  Bob Dylan – biography last year

Today environmental issues, 40 years ago Atom/nuclear bomb

popular song lyrics “how much is that doggie in the window” – ignoring threat

Dylan – Master of War facing up to the threat

2.  My visit to Leipzig in [east] Germany 10 years ago – (JS Bach organist church)

following the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989

leading up to the fall of the wall

churches were crowded with people

Reciting poems, reading stories, playing music, praying 

from  these churches emerged 120,000 people with candles and circled the city

eventually the communists regime toppled peacefully
3.  Book Café in Harare – 10 years old

Meeting place for poets, artists, singer-songwriters

Six nights a week they gather to share

“In a time of crisis you need somewhere to meet where you can share what you think, not that Rock and Roll will save the world.  But it gives a voice to push the boundaries”

Government does not like the Café

has not shut it down

never know what may happen to individuals who express their views

does not represent a political party

It is a group of people trying to imagine and different way of seeing things

4.  Civil rights movement in the USA  MLK

“I have a dream speech” on YouTube 12 minutes

Uses Biblical language

Negro in exile in his own land

Looking for riches of freedom and security of justice 

Now is the time, now is the time, now is the time

I have a dream, I have a dream

Singing “we shall overcome”

What I am saying?

a. What we read here is about things we often do not relate to easily

but is no different to the way that we continue to use poetry and arts to help bring about change

b. We sometimes need to use such a way of speaking to be led to another place

we cannot just relying on or organising powers to make things more efficient

sometimes we have to have a dream that seems stupid and crazy to take us to a new place

maybe only pictures and poems is the best way to describe it

it may not seem very certain or secure

c.  We have lost the power of speech that leads us to new place

to much explaining

