Lent Course 1 2007 – Called to be Together

1.  Welcome 

2.  Called to BE [not just do]

danger of activism – belief that doing more is better

danger of inactivism too – that we need to do nothing

Tension of Contemplation and Action

3.  Tonight’s theme:  Called to be Together [‘community’ an overplayed word]

who are ‘we’ meant to be?

4.  Development of revelation in the OT [From W Brueggemann]
Stage ONE 

We have to begin where the Jewish people began

Torah, Law, structure, identity, boundaries, certitude, order, authority & clarity

This is where the ego begins – it is necessary

· missing for today’s people – in vacuum

It puts limits on the imperial ego

It leads people to rely on outer authority – “tell me what to do, what to believe”

it is in all religions

parent-child relationship 

see Leviticus and Numbers – largely laws

Stage ONE is where most religion/churches stay[s]

just keep on going:  Law, structure, identity, boundaries, certitude, order, authority & clarity
‘Keeping the Show on the Road’

It takes away our anxiety in chaotic times – the ego wants to stay here

Stage TWO

Large number of OT texts – prophets

· most of it is ignored

· prophets were suggesting an alternative perspective

· from the inside – an ‘inner authority’
· not establishment people – somewhat dangerous !!
Rebellion of 1960s that has continued

leads to anger and post-modernism – no boundaries

Essential step to take

· Jesus:  Sermon on the mount – “the law says . . . but I say . . . “

· need to learn the law to know how to break the law

· e.g. Jazz musicians

Maturity then leads to Stage THREE  

Wisdom literature – Job, many Psalms, some Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

able to cope with paradox, contradictions and inconsistencies and not get anxious

able to hold both ‘outer’ and ‘inner’ authority

Have to do stages One and Two first

Prodigal Son 1-2-3, [older son only stage one]

if stuck at Stage ONE - Obedient church – but boring church, no life

if stuck at Stage TWO - Critiquing church – but angry church, negative energy

There is a sense of dying going from ONE to TWO

most religions, churches and individuals stay at stage One

not trained in dying – which is the teaching of Jesus

5.  Bonhoeffer argued in ‘Life Together’

“it is essential that members become disillusioned with idealism about community”

able to deal with our falleness – Solidarity not limp ‘fellowship’ 

6.  Our Callings

  
A calling only from stage One is all duty
 
“I must,  I ought, I should”

A calling only from stage Two is ‘against’
 
Reactionary “this shouldn’t be allowed, so we will do something about it . . . !”

A calling from stage Three is stable and content
 
does not need to push, control, connive 

