Lent Course 3 Tuesday 20th March Called to Value the Time we have

1.  Recap on session 1

Sequence of Biblical revelation reveals - healthy human development

a. Law/Torah
structure, identity, boundaries, certitude, order, authority & clarity
 

‘Keeping the Show on the Road’
 

It takes away our anxiety in chaotic times
 

prodigal in early days, or elder brother in later days
 

a church doing what it feels is ought to do/should do
 

outer authority
b. Prophets
-ve critical and judgmental   +ve able to critique and see what is wrong
 

suggesting an alternative perspective
 

prodigal leaving to ‘do things better’
 

a church doing things in an entirely new way because as old ways wrong
 

inner authority’
c. Wisdom
does not have to get it all right, nor criticise what exists
 

is able to do both, or neither
 

able to live with the tension of not knowing it all
 

because they know what is really important 
 

prodigal in Father’s embrace
 

a church that is able to live with the tensions of not being what it should be, 
 

yet still able to work towards it

May be interesting to use this ‘map’ to see how we deal with the issue of time
2.  My Experience

Time has become a very strict measure – not so before the clock

cf. friends from Asia and Africa

“Time is like money coming out of the ‘hole in the wall’”

Determination to use time more effectively

Led to my eventual collapse with exhaustion

3.  How do you spend your time? [when awake]

Does this throw up any surprises?

4.  Time and God, three words
a.  OT – had calendar, but no way of measuring time in the abstract

season, new moons, appointed or right time – God given times

continued into NT as kairos – quality

Appropriateness of God’s dealing with us

b.  But also emerged the word chronos – quantity  -  cf. measuring stick


become utilitarian

three day walk to . . . . 

you have two hours for this examination

conceptual – talk of the ‘end of time’

this talk of time has dominated our western thinking

[even time = money]

[so abstract that we think it exists even if we do nothing – eg my clock]

c.  In Genesis we have the rest principle – one day in seven rested

Sabbath [Shabbat] - did not emerge until Israel’s journey thro wilderness Ex 16.23

Sabbath – to cease or desists – a day on which God ‘rested’ Ex 20.11

Six days of activity [of doing] followed by one day of resting

one day to belong to the Lord – to remind us that all days belong to the Lord
a day we then fill with activity  -  this Sunday – Mary & Martha

Prophets point out that “happy are those who keep the Sabbath” Is 56.2

This is what we have lost – rhythm of life to let us do this
5.  Thomas Merton: was asked by a journalist what he considered to be the leading spiritual disease of our time

[lack of prayer, lack of community, poor morals, lack of concern for world’s poor?]
EFFICIENCY – we are so busy running everything and doing it all there is no time left for anything else

“our problem is not so much badness, as busyness”

Comments?

6.  Henri Nouwen:  

said that where we differ from past ages is in the degree of our RESTLESSNESS

Read from Page 41 of The Shattered Lantern by Ronald Rolheiser

7.  Enjoying myself
List 20 things that you enjoy doing

Hopefully things that cause you to be less restless

8.  Abdullah and Abbott Christopher Jamieson:

“So you chose to be bored” we can choose to do other things with our time

Is the opposite also true?

Answering the question why are we so busy?  

“We choose to be busy” 

except the poor who are busy surviving

and those with young families – who normally accept it without complaint

and may be a few others

9.  Groups – why are we so busy?

10.  Being too busy will affect our ability to hear God’s calling/his voice
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