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Luke 12.32-40  Success as our Treasure?

Today’s passage is another difficult section of the Bible, following on from what Philip said last week

In the earlier part of this chapter we are told not to worry, or fear

DO NOT WORRY

v. 4 about those who can kill the body

v.7  about what other people think of you

v.11 if hauled before the authorities, about what you should say

v.22 about what you will wear, or eat – or about what your body is like

v.32 about your possessions

But do be worried about something – what would that be?

v.5  be worried about who or what can lead you to hell

· be worried about what can kill your soul

I am not quite sure I like all this – I am worried about what evidently I should not be worried about

· when queuing up at M/C airport, I am somewhat worried about people who might want to kill me and my family

· I am worried about people not liking me – isn’t everyone?  Not very nice when you don’t meet other people’s expectations

· I am a bit worried about my pension which the C of E has just reduced – it wasn’t a lot to start with

If I think about it, I am worried about quite a few things

Interestingly, I am NOT worried about what I should be worried about

· going to hell -  I thought this was a safe bet

· Jesus can be very confusing

Anyway, back to the detail of today’s gospel reading

“Do not be afraid” – here we go again v.32

“Sell you belongings” v.33

“Be dressed for action” v.35

KEY MOTTO in the middle of these, in v.34

“For your HEART will always be where your RICHES are” 

This is one of those troublesome phrases we band about as Christians – here’s another:

“the first will be last and the last first”

· usually said at church buffets when the young people have beaten the older ones to the food – it is our little joke

“It is the cross that I have to bear [or the cross you have to bear” – very stoic

· it is a spiritual version of ‘put up and shut up’

And we have this phrase:
“For your HEART will always be where your RICHES are”

Which sometimes we say the wrong way round
”For your RICHES will be where your HEART is”

in other words we are saying , 
      ‘get your heart right and the riches of your life will follow’

No, no says Jesus, your RICHES tell me a lot about your HEART

Do you remember what Jesus said all those who tried speaking from their hearts, while their riches said something else?

“Many will say to me Lord, Lord – I will tell them, ‘I never knew you!’”  Don’t who you are

It is not enough for Jesus to be moved in our hearts

It is all down to the riches – where are they – that’s the thermometer of faith

“For your HEART will always be where your RICHES are”

What treasure is Jesus talking about?

· I have thought long and hard about this – “what are these riches today?”

· I am not sure that this simply means to us ‘money’ 

· there’s nothing intrinsically wrong with money, [or wealth]

· but it is a bit like smoking – it tends to be bad for our (spiritual) health – and for those around us

But, I have not found anyone in St Michael’s, on in the Team Parish, whose ambition is simply to make money

· in fact, I have not found anyone in Macclesfield yet who thinks that making money is one of the most important things to do in life – I’m sure they exist

· Q.  So, what are these riches that will show us where our heart really is?

I want to make a suggestion to you

Instead of ‘treasure’, let us insert something different, 
        something to do with ‘success’, 

Isn’t SUCCESS one of the greatest gods of our time?

[in fact of many ages before us too]

Is not our worth as individuals, groups or nations measured by how successful we are?

Is your business growing and developing year on year?

Are the results from your school higher this year than last year?

Is the church growing and being successful in what it does?

Have your children turned out to be dedicated Christians like you?

Are you a successful parent?

Am I a successful vicar?  

Is this sermon a success? 

We could also mention:  exam results, performance targets, outputs, beating the competition

Did you win?

· We are all part of a great game where ‘the one with the most toys wins’ - apparently

e.g.  Film about Howard Hughes – Aviator – where winning was everything

What does Jesus say?  “You Fool!”  from last week’s reading
· “You can succeed and win the whole world and yet lose your soul”

· Those who have are succeeded looked up to, sadly

· And those who have not, are looked down on

But you will exclaim, “Are you saying Graham that success is wrong?”

No, but like money, like smoking, it has a tendency to damage your health, your spiritual health

We cannot condemn success, it is a fact of life, just like good food

· but there is a warning, especially when we put such a high value on it

· with our fascination and restless drive for success

· and the way we judge whether people are worthy or not [and ourselves]
How many were there?

How much money did we take?

What is your turnover?

How big is your client base?

Are your growing and opening new offices?

Is it a big congregation?

In a world and a church where More is GOOD, and Less is BAD

E.G.  When we were in our parish Birmingham we had a great success

· we had initiated a range of community businesses and activities

· we employed 40 people

· 1,000 people came through the church site every week

· people came from all over the country to see what we were doing

· I gave seminars across the country, and even abroad about it


Also had a great failure
Over 19 years, the church went from 30 people down to 20

· no-one came to ask us about that – it was failure

Q. but which do you think taught me more about God, other people and myself?

Q. and which one do you think most endangered the health of my soul?

If success is so important:

· why does Jesus look to the poor and the humbled as those who are blessed?

· why does he see in the handicapped and the racially abused signs of true faith?

· why does he see in someone who has not succeeded yet, a young child, one of the most powerful signs for his message?

· why is a man hanging on a cross pictured as an image of ultimate ‘success’?

And also, why does Jesus say hard things about:

· the grand and efficient Temple system in Jerusalem?

· rich young man?

· the powerful rulers in Israel?

E.G.  What is one of those questions management consultants will ask you as you plan the your business’s [or church’s] growth?  
            –  is it the growth measurable?


Is it measurable success when:

· a stranger sits at the bedside of an Alzheimer patient as they die?

· a young woman ‘blows the whistle’ on her managers at work who are emptying the company’s pension fund?

· a businessman does not give a bribe, and looses a vital contract?

Is it a success or a failure when a church grows or reduces in size, or even closes down?

Was it a success when Archbishop Oscar Romero was gunned down while celebrating mass at the altar because he spoke out against the oppression of the poor in El Salvador?

You don’t really believe that success is necessarily a sign of God’s blessing and failure that we are far from God – do you?

For if that was the case, what about those who have failed by your criteria?

· Those who businesses have collapsed

· Marriages broken up, or not even been married in the first place

· failed their examinations, or did not make the grade in some other way

· what about our children who did not meet our expectations?


Jesus says, “For your HEART will always be where your RICHES are”


So, you say that your heart is after God??

Jesus, like Eliza Dollittle in My Fair Lady, says

“don’t tell me, show me”  “many say, Lord, Lord”

I think that many inside and outside of the church are getting tired of being obsessed with success.

Do you want your heart to be somewhere else?

Well, let’s find some better treasure!

