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Luke 14.1,7-14

Luke chapter 14, verse 1 Jesus is invited by a chief Pharisee, to a meal, on the Sabbath

What was this Pharisee thinking?


A Pharisee, a meal, on the Sabbath – and then invite Jesus?

This might seem quite harmless at first glance – as we’ve all been invited out for meal from time to time – this, though, is trouble, big trouble

It is like oil, fire and water

You have to ask, had this man, [the Pharisee] been out of the country?

· Did he not listen to the news?

· Had not his friends told him that this was the best way to ruin any party?

· A Pharisee, a meal, a Sabbath – and then Jesus?

Don’t invite the hoodies around from the local estate – invite Jesus on the Sabbath

Don’t get your enemies round to mess up your party – you only need Jesus

Don’t do it on a Wednesday, Noooo! – have the party on the Sabbath

So here we have our setting – A Pharisee, a meal, on the Sabbath – and Jesus

A. Surely someone had told him about what happened when Simon had Jesus round to his party – didn’t they?

Simon was another Pharisee

· There was that terrible incident with the prostitute – do you remember?

· Kissing Jesus’ feet and crying all over them, then drying them with her long soft hair, before finally massaging them with oil

· Erotic or what?  talk about sexual

Some of the men there were probably thinking – “I wish she were doing it to me!”

· maybe she had done it to them – privately , in secret

· maybe that was part of the point of the story

But Jesus’ loving treatment of the ‘loose woman’ ruined the party and caused a row

B. And Hadn’t our Pharisee [our leading Pharisee at that!] heard about that lunch that Jesus was invited to?

· He turned up for the meal, went straight in without washing at all – how could he do such a thing? – we are always so careful about our washing!

· And then this party went horribly wrong

· Jesus called the Pharisees ‘idiots’ and ‘stinking graves’

· He was full of his woes:   “woe to you Pharisees!”  “woe to you lawyers!”

Jesus walked out of that lunch – he wasn’t for staying

“Nice party?”  “No we slipped up, we invited Jesus – big mistake”

And now again we have another Pharisee, another meal, on a Sabbath – and Jesus is invited again!

What was this man thinking?


It sometimes worries me when we talk about inviting Jesus into our lives

· because he upsets things

· asks awkward questions

· he may well love me, but sometimes he has a strange way of showing it 

To be truthful, the problem is, I am scared, deep down, that I too am like a Pharisee

critical of others, self-righteous, proud, too sure I have it sorted, or too unsure and daren’t ask for help

So the day comes and Jesus comes to the meal

· it is not a good start – he heals a man on the way in

· immediately, there is a frosty atmosphere

· but they recover, and move on into the meal

And Jesus watches.  Just watches.

“Good that’s OK – he’s behaving – he’s quiet – he’s just watching”

Do you remember that other occasion when Jesus was watching, 
                                          watching those putting money into the Temple coffers?

· he was just watching

· but then he commented to his disciples

· the poor woman gave in more than she could afford

· the rich men, they gave out of what they could easily afford

It is amazing what you see if you watch, stop and watch – out in the marketplace, or anywhere

· see what people are really up to

· some of it makes you want to laugh

· some of it makes you want to cry

And Jesus watched as everyone came into the meal

· he saw how everyone chose their seats, by grade of status

· the ‘top boys’ at this end

· the riff-raff at this end

· and everyone else shuffling to find their rightful place in between

And as the meal progressed people told stories, and the time came for Jesus to tell his, a parable

Except to me, it does not sound one bit like a parable or story

PARABLE

When you come into a banquet, do not sit in the honoured seats [as you clearly have]

· don’t sit according to your status, wealth, or power – [which is, of course, the social convention]

· no, go and sit down the other end, with those who haven’t quite made it yet, with the losers and the shamed ones

If you sit where you think you rank you might have to give up your seat to a bigger fish and be humiliated by moving down the table

But if you sit below your status, well then, you might get invited to move up to a better seat

And Jesus ends with one of his classic ‘one-liners’:

“All who exalt themselves will be humbled
  and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

· we say these as if they are a little joke

· ‘the first will be last, and the last first’

· no, this will happen, those who exalt themselves will be humbled
  and those who humble themselves will be exalted
I wonder if his mum taught him this?

Do you remember that bit from the song she sang?

“He has brought down the mighty from their thrones
  and lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things
  but the rich he has sent away empty”

Did she sing this to Jesus at bedtime, or when he fell over and hurt his leg, or when the posh Jews made them as ‘little people’ feel bad and worthless?

This in turn was adapted from a song that Hannah sang hundreds of years before when she had the long awaited child - Samuel.


I don’t think Jesus minds how we set out our tables and who sits where

Except - when the table is a reflection of life and society as a whole

But what happened here at this table was a reflection of what in life in general

· the rich, the powerful and influential had pride of place

· and if you had not made it – you were reminded of this by your place at the table

This table was a metaphor, or a microcosm, of what Jesus saw each day in society

· ‘know your place’  there were subtle reminders each day for everyone

I don’t think it is controversial to say, that we can work out, more or less, where we are in the pecking order of society by looking at:

where we live
what we own
what we do [or have done] for a job
and possibly how we speak

Now, I don’t think that Jesus necessarily has a problem with

where we live
what we own
what we do [or have done] for a job
and how we speak

EXCEPT:

1. when we take this status seriously and believe it means something, or

2. where we use it to our own advantage over others, or

3. when we ourselves do not seek to make relationship with those  in the ‘lower places’ – the poor, the excluded, the unwanted and the shamed 
   - when we don’t have a go at ‘moving down the table’


We might today not have positions of status at a meal table

But it is clear where we each stand on the ladder of society

The sin is:  when we think this means something – it means nothing

where we live
what we own
what we do [or have done] for a job
and how we speak

Unfortunately, we as the church have too often colluded with this way of seeing things, and we therefore are just like the Pharisee

· and even when we do move down the table, we think we are doing OTHERS a favour, for their benefit – patronising as we can be

· no!  it is primarily for our benefit that we move down the pecking order of life

The death of Rhys Jones in Liverpool is an appalling incident - and it sounds like the that he should not have bit hit in the first place [not that it makes it any better if another boy died]

· There was a piece in the Times, last weekend, that was trying to understand how boys end up carrying guns

· They are employed by older men who are drug sellers

· hanging round phone boxes, waiting for a call to go and make a delivery – there is less chance of a boy being suspected of drug running, and it protects the drug pusher

· but things have escalated – as gangs have encroached on each other’s patches, they are now shoot at each other

· And, as with delivering drugs, boys are also used to do the shooting

· When the question is asked, “Why do they do this?” two answers:
  1.  for the glamour
  2.  because “we have got nothing to lose”

· They are at the bottom of the table, and they know it

cf Story in the book ‘Urban Grimshaw and the Shed Crew’
· a maverick, dropped out social worker who tries to help young people from the bottom of the pile

· it did more for him than the Young People 

And much is said in politics and sociology about helping people up the table of society

Jesus’ answer is simple and the opposite – he invites us to move down the table

· to work with the poor, 

· to get to know those less fortunate

· to have something in common with those who are not so far up the table

· even to sell up?, and move down the table?

cf Seven Secrets of Inspired Leaders

· some people today in the business world are finding it more fulfilling for their work life, and life in general if they downsize

· taking less money, doing their job better, and having time for other people and other pursuits in life – is this moving down the table too?
This is what incarnation is all about – Jesus coming from heaven – coming down the table

St Paul’s great hymn quote – Phil 2 

“Jesus, Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a slave [servant if being polite]” – off the table

And this is why I believe the life of St Barnabas’ church and its neighbourhood is such an important part of this Team Parish – and essential for the health and life of this church

[TO END WITH]:

And now we are about to come to a table, like Pharisees, for a ritual meal, on the Sabbath with Jesus

· What are we thinking of?!

· I’d be careful if I were you!

