Luke 18.1-8  The Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge  21.10.07

Well thanks goodness that this week’s gospel passage is straightforward - Luke 18

· it is one of the few parables in the gospels where Jesus explains what he is on about

· the disciples should always pray and never become discouraged v.1

This poor widow, who wanted justice, nagged onto the unjust judge until she got what she wanted

He said, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.”

Lesson in Prayer

So what we have to do is pray harder, more diligently and more earnestly 

Simply TRY HARDER when you pray!

Well there is the gospel reading dealt with – or is it?

Let us then now deal with the first reading 2 Timothy 3.14-4.5

This is a favourite of many evangelical people

· it has the ‘star text’ that confirms that the Bible is accurate and right – or does it?

v.16 “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”

· often taken this to mean that the Bible is accurate in every respect, and has led some people not to question it, and led other people not to believe the Bible as they say it is not consistent

· Three problems with this:

1. This letter was written before a number other passages in the NT – so it can’t be talking about the whole Bible as we know it today anyway – only the OT and some NT writings, maybe

2. It would be a circular argument.  The Bible itself would be saying of itself “I’m OK, trust me”
     If anyone came into your line of profession and said this 
             – wouldn’t believe them
     Self authenticating – well I think there is a problem there
     For me, it is Jesus who authenticates the scriptures 
        and so makes then trustworthy
             – (there’s a longer conversation to be had here)

3. Anyway, the verse is not saying that any scripture is 100% technically accurate 
   (that would be to impose and enlightenment question on the text)
     it is saying that it is ‘inspired’  God-breathed  God-spirited
     its life / the energy of its life comes from God


Q.  So, Paul is most probably not talking about Luke’s gospel, but still is there anyway in which we can recognise that the life and energy of our gospel reading comes from God?

Because I have short changed you!

Back to Luke 18
Q. Is this parable really saying, try harder, stick at it when you pray 
                                                                          – then you will get an answer?

Most of the sermons I heard during my developing years were along this theme – whether about praying or general Christian living – ought/should category

· “try harder, apply yourself, you can do better if you put your mind to it, you just need to put the effort in”

· sounds like a hospital or OFSTED inspector’s report

· sounds like my school reports – ‘he has the ability, but does not try’

· end up hearing a lot of talk that ‘more commitment is needed’ – when people then feel ‘told off’

· many people in our churches who feel that they have not just tried hard enough, have not been good enough

· they feel they are failures – whereas, the words of Jesus are good news to failures

It will not do to simply use this parable of Jesus to shore up running our Christians lives or the church the same way the world does its business

e.g.  Church at this end of the diocese – when vicar was leaving his wife said to some members of the congregation, “If you don’t pray you’ll get the vicar you deserve!”

· but I thought the gospel was about God giving us what we don’t deserve

· (I’m glad that God never gives us what we deserve)

· the church got a vicar they didn’t deserve too

The ‘TRY HARDER’ mentality will not do.  Because it is not inspired, God-breathed, God-spirited
in fact, it leads to death

What is this parable about? – ‘always pray and do not lose heart’

1. This woman had been married – may or may not have had children

2. And now her husband had died and she was alone

3. Under Jewish law, any property, money or wealth could not be inherited by the wife on her husbands death

4. She would have no home, no income and no security – ‘how unfair is that women?’
     Vulnerable and helpless

5. What were her options?  
Hope for compassion among the community.  
If not . . . . .    Beg.  Become a prostitute.  Try and get some justice.

6. This woman choses to fight for change, for justice.

This is not intercessory prayer as we know it 
                                    – this is a campaign – “ITS NOT FAIR!” – “it cannot be right” 

· and she fights the corrupt judge who gives in just to get a quiet life

God is not unjust, of course – but sometimes it does feel like that for some

APPL:

I don’t think we are often in this type of situation

· But those who live on less than £2 a day may well pray this way 
                    – all 3 Billion of them

· and those who live with continual war

· so are those who have been raped, and children who have been abused

· sometimes life is so unfair – [of course it has not been to most of us]

· I guess the closest many of us have got to this is when we have a loved one – partner, child – who is desperately ill and in danger of dying

This is a pleading, begging prayer – because everything we have depends on it

no longer a controlled, respectable request – it is a demand

Jacob prayed this sort of prayer when he crossed the river Jabbok 
                                 – and in fear for his life - Esau

· it was not a prayer – it was a fight, all night

· in desperation – “I will not let you go until you bless me”

SUMMARY

If ever we can explain the teachings of Jesus simplistically, we have got them wrong

· he comes from a far higher level than us

· we end up ripping out the ‘God-spirited’ aspect

If we make the gospel a matter of doing better, trying harder and sticking at it

· we are only living our lives the way the rest of the world does

· the gospel is about more forgiveness, more grace and allowing God to do His thing

If we treat this passage as a general teaching about intercessory prayer we miss the point

· it is a yearning, it is a cry, it is a shout for change

· it is a plea for justice in an unjust world

· it is primarily a desperation for change

Last Verse
Will the Son of Man find faith on earth when he comes?  v.8

At the end of the story even Jesus seems doubtful that such faith will be about the place

· and is there that sort of faith in Macclesfield?

· most people want ‘business as usual’, and a life that is not upset or changed

What is the yearning in your heart?

What will you fight God for?

Lord, 
if we were to hear the cry of this woman 
we would be disturbed,

and we too would want the noise to stop.

Although we are rich 
help us to feel the cry of those who shout,

“it’s not fair”;

and help us to learn from them 
what it means to depend on you for everything,

absolutely everything.

This is a prayer from people in Macclesfield, 
in the name of Jesus,

who wants to hear the cry of our hearts too.  Amen.

