	Luke 9.10-17 
‘Feeding the 5000’
	Stories are memorable – e.g. my Hedgehog story

Here we have a story that the church remembered
                                    and reminded them of other stories


Disciples had been very busy

J  “let us go off to a quiet village/place”

But they were spotted!      CROWDS joined them

	10When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 
	

	11but the crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing. 
	Q.  What would you have felt?   Jesus was not resentful

He welcomed them – spoke of the kingdom – and healed people

Even though his second cousin, John the Baptists had been killed

Discs – “Send them away, they’ve had enough of you”

J – “No, you feed them”     5000 men, plus women & children

Discs – “Where will we get that sort of cash from?”

J – “Well, what have you got?”    “Five loaves, two fish(es)”

J – “OK, get everyone to sit down, and I’ll say grace”

Q.  what would you say to him?         12 baskets of scraps left
WHAT STORY IN THE O.T. DOES THIS REMIND YOU?

Jesus as the new Moses            [Themes of Joshua, Elijah, Elisha]

· repeating the great act of salvation in the desert

· both crossing water, mixed band of people

Does not copy – but does it better

· No longer the old way of believing – Jesus is here

	12Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and find food and lodging, because we are in a remote place here." 
	

	13He replied, "You give them something to eat." 
	

	They answered, "We have only five loaves of bread and two fish—unless we go and buy food for all this crowd." 14(About five thousand men were there.) 
	

	But he said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about fifty each." 15The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 
	Associations of the past

   we like old things/stories – remind us of where we have come from
                  old hymns, genealogies 

“We cannot live by bread alone, but by 
                            the bread/every word which God gives”

1. God’s free overflowing love and generosity

2. we think living is about ‘real’ food 
                          and that spiritual food is extra – No!

3. “the grass was green” month of Abib – time of Passover


e.g. Are we ‘present’ today? – Vicar losing place at communion

	16Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set before the people. 
	

	17They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
	


