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What is the cross all about?

Danger – that we over simplify this mystery

· reducing it to a simple formula/equation

Let me bring you just two approaches that I hope will be helpful

1.  Somebody has to suffer

Everybody knows that the world is not perfect – that there is something wrong with the world

Education, immigration, my happiness, War, our churches

Same all through history

Solution – somebody had to suffer to make things right

· going right back to primal cultures there was a way – SACRIFICE

· children, virgins

· animals, even crops

Abraham  >  to appease God  >  making of ‘scape goats

We feel as though there is redemption is somebody suffers – making it right

Narratives and Stories - FILMS

e.g. from Gatley

‘Redemptive Violence’

· made better if enemy killed or punished

· communists, now Muslims

· Young people, immigrants

Looking for someone to blame

a home, work, on street, church, in the town

Jesus, “This is enough”  

· J’s way - Redemptive Suffering

· No more Blood, let mine be the last!”

· IT IS FINISHED!

· ULTIMATE SACRIFICE

2.  We must be heroic

Heinrich Zimmer – religious philosopher 

1. the best things in life cannot be talked about

2. the second best things in life are nearly always misunderstood

3. so we talk about the third best things

Why we have to MUSIC

If there is no-one to take the blame then there must be something I have to do

e.g. Looking along Christians book shelves

· Xtians have done great things

· led 1000’s to faith

· set up orphanages – charity work

· grown large churches

· great prayer lives

Deep down, we think that they are more worthy than we are

· that we do not measure up

So many of us have [had] an urge to do a significant thing

· which is good

· but often the motivation is wrong

Sometimes – great suffering or denial we think we must take on

· as this will eventually make us worthy

THERE IS NOTHING TO DO

It has already been done

all we have to do is accept it

