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Marriage of Hans & Katie – 21.7.07

I want to say, on behalf of everyone, here how pleased we are to be with you today

· To be a part of your special day

· We will do whatever we can to support you in your life together

· And we wish you every happiness for your future together

You Katie, are such a wonderful person packed full of energy, life and noise

· You seem able to walk into people’s lives and bring a sense of joy & happiness that was not there before

· And you seem to have a desire to live a full life, following the way that God will lead you

· If you eventually move away from us permanently, we will miss you.

And you Hans [we’re sorry when we have called you ‘Hands’]

· You, Hans, are as strong as an ox, and you have helped practically in the gardens of a number of people here in Macclesfield

· You are also strong in faith 
and we have been so blessed in having you as part of the work here in the Team Parish, especially among the young people

· But, Hans, you are also very tender 
– able to listen, to wait, to consider 
– don’t ever lose this, as this stops your strength becoming a violence

Between you, you have many marvellous qualities - we think you deserve each other

Let me try and say something from God to set you on your way into life . . . 

Your first reading is from the book of Ecclesiastes, some bits of which said:

a time to be born and a time to die

a time to tear down and a time to build

a time to weep and a time to laugh

a time to embrace and a time to refrain

a time to be silent and a time to speak

whatever God does endures for ever
This passage is utterly realistic about life

· That it is at times a bed of roses, and other times a bed of nails

· And this is not always because we are sinful people 

· it is often the way things just are

· ease & hardship, pleasure & pain, planting & uprooting

· For instance: 
we have the seasons of spring, summer, autumn or fall, and winter

And in the middle of all this, God wanted to place a mirror that will reflect something of what God is like

· And what sort of mirror was it?

· Well, we have tried to make images that will speak of God 
– and we have made them out of stone: 
– Cathedrals, Temples, Churches, Chapels, statues and carvings

· And we are filled with awe when we walk into these creations – but we have made these

Genesis 1 - “God said let us make an image of who we are”, and what did God produced?

· a naked man and naked woman

· in the image of God he created them – A’dam [man] & Eve [life-giver]

· Male and female fully united in body, mind, spirit and soul – and there was no shame

· This is not an erotic image, but a transparent image 

· People undefended, with nothing to protect or hide

· “And God saw all that God had made – and it was very good” v.31

This image has stood for all of human time – pointing us to God

· and has only been eclipsed in recent history,

· just two thousand years ago a baby was born

· fully uniting the human and the divine in Jesus Christ

For almost all of the history of the Christian church we have been ashamed of this ‘naked man and naked woman’

Marriage is not just a religious thing, or even a Christian thing

· It is basic and essential to all creation, a building block of our humanity, it is as essential as our DNA for our survival

· Why?  Because it speaks to us of God – cf. sacrament in some churches
· Katie & Hans, you speak to us of God, and you must speak to many of God, not so much by what you say, but by first bearing this mighty image of God

· as male and female

STORY:  
Neil, a newly ordained friend of mine was taking one of his first weddings

· Declared the couple man and wife, and everyone clapped

· He thought, “Goodness, we’ve got here quickly”

· Turned back two pages and then did the vows.

· No-one is perfect – but I think the marriage was legal
My first point was about the image of God that you bear – it is a big thing to bear, but we think you are up to it

My second point is: that, like Neil, you are not perfect – and this is in a sense an essential part of marriage

As you married each other, you committed yourself to the other who is wonderfully made, yet seriously flawed

And yet, there is benefit for you in the other person not being perfect

You are called to commit yourself to this one person for the rest of your life

· [We all know though, that there are many other attractive and intriguing people on this planet, who at first glance seem to be perfect]

· But there is an amazing gift in loving one’s beloved who is flawed

· If you can give yourself in love to this one person, with all their faults and flaws, without exception and unconditionally 

· Then maybe you can believe that you also are accepted, 
that God loves you without exception and unconditionally, even though you are flawed, guilty, shamed, sinful, and less than perfect

· Through marriage we can then learn that God loves us, 
not because we deserve it, but because we need it
· No wonder Jesus’ public debut was at a wedding

So, TWO CAVEATS or cautions 

a.  Marriage is wonderful, though often a hard & difficult school

· But through this process:
relationships are more secure once these difficulties have been worked through

· It is said, “A relationship is more mature once you’ve negotiated conflict”
b. You know, no matter how deep or good your marriage, 
    how rich in personality or character the other person may be . . 

· . . we will always find that we are in some sense disappointed

Our marriages will never be enough to fill our deepest need or emptiness

· No matter how close you may be – your partner will only take you so far

· It has to be that way – otherwise we’d be Gods to each other, no longer images

· A healthy marriage will therefore lead a wife and husband, beyond each other, deeper into God

Finally, let me say something about intimacy and confession by telling a story came across recently, from the writings of Ron Rolheiser:

Jules and Olivia are an American man and wife in their fifties, married for over 30 years, who are Jews

· As part of their Sabbath celebrations they prepare carefully [ritually] for their Sabbath meal – cf. HC

· They run a warm bath of water

· Take off all their clothes and bathe – ‘ritual cleansing’ 

· getting back to the divine image
· again not erotic, but undefended/nothing to hide
· But it is also a time for intimacy and confession

· Once bathed and still naked, they face each other and place a hand over the other’s heart

· And ask if there is anything they need to say, any confession, 
something lingering in the heart that, if left unsaid, 
would hinder the joy of the Sabbath celebration?

·  Some nights there is little to say

· On other nights, words must be spoken aloud that have lived in secret

· Who can imagine what lovers must share, when seeking a pure heart and an honest Sabbath

· After thirty years: two beings, warm and close, bathed in love

· [Confession, it is said, is good for the soul.]

Then they clothe themselves and join family and friends for the meal

Dietrich Bonhoeffer gave this advice to a young couple in one of his sermons:

“Today you are young and very much in love
and you think that your love can sustain your marriage.
It can’t.”  And he went on to say:  “Instead let your marriage sustain your love.”

Which is what Jules and Olivia do on every Sabbath day

The second reading you chose, from Colossians, is about is imitating the image and presence of God that we see in Jesus

Did you see, it is all about clothing?

As God’s chosen people, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love
which binds all the others together
and will keep you united together.

Clothing yourselves as you meet and mix with other people

In the end of the day:  Love is a decision, not a feeling.

You have been led to this today by what you have felt
But here, you have decided to have marriage sustain your love.

Today you have made a marvellous choice and decision

· It can lead you to know God more

· It can lead you to know yourself and love yourself

· And together you can be a living illustration of the community life of God

May God bless you both richly.

