Palm Sunday at All Saints 2007  Luke 19.28-40

Palm Sunday – a day of great rejoicing as Jesus rides into Jerusalem as King

Q. but why is he crying, [if we read on into verse 20]?

Q. why is he on a donkey and not a horse as any other vcitoriuous king would ride?

It is important what comes before today’s reading

1.  Parable of the talents 11-27

a.  Usual interpretation 
     – we must each [individually] use our gifts for God, as we will be judged

‘suppose it can be used as an illustration this way – but not Biblical meaning here

b.  Who are the servants – Israel?

who is the king returning? – Jesus riding into Jerusalem

God had already visited his people and entrusted them with the treasure

But what had they done with it?

Temple folk had squandered it

Keeping the temple going

Burdening the people

Jesus thought it was an abomination – barriers to all, but pure male Jews

They were waiting for the world to become like them

To become Jews like them – preferably healthy male ones!

Whereas, they were supposed to be a light to the nations

They were supposed to go to them – not until Pentecost does that happen

And now JESUS was coming to judge

2.  Zacchaeus  1-10
We have a member of Israel who used his gift badly

But had the courage to start again

He, and others, were saved

3.  Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

Jesus is not entering the city to become King – he already is King, the Messiah

a.  The people are right “Blessed is the King!”  - Following the transfiguration

b.  The Pharisees are wrong “Tell the people to be quiet!”

c.  Jesus weeps “If only you had recognised what makes for peace vs41-44
     READ vs 41b-44

“ . . . because you did not recognise the time of your visitation from God”

4.  Jesus cleanses the Temple 45-48
The people wanted Jesus to turn right into the palace of Herod

The Pharisees wanted to the whole crowd to shut up, and Jesus to go away

And Jesus turned into the Temple

Judgment is administered to Israel who had misused its talents

Keeping the system going

Burdening the people

Making salvation a matter of performance – keeping the rules

Exploiting the poor

Keeping the gift of God to themselves

Dramatically, 70 years later – it was all gone

5.  Application

The church stands in the place of Israel

· Does the church expect others to come to it/us, and conform to our world?

· In what sense are we light, or not light to the world?

· Do we believe in the judgment of God?

That is why I believe we as the church [locally and nationally] need to make some very radical changes

· Yet we want to hang onto what we think is familiar

· We want people to join ‘our’ church

· But we have been called to bring the love of Xt to the world

