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It has been a few weeks now since your co-ordinating group decided that the time had come to bring SMiT’s journey to a close.

· a decision that was not taken lightly or easily

· but after a good deal of searching, asking and praying

This I know has resulted in a wide range of feelings being expressed across the congregation:

· disappointment

· loss

· relief

· anger

· sadness

· hope of new beginnings elsewhere

· blame

· contentment – ‘right decision’

· confusion

· even failure

Feelings that need to be:

1. acknowledged

2. worked through over time – as in any sense of bereavement

3. trusted, that they will lead you to a new place

I know that this is not always easy

· we’ve all been through such feelings many times before in our lives

These feelings are not absent from the gospel story either

· typical feelings felt by Jesus’ band of disciples, and others too

BUT there is a dynamic in the accounts of the Bible that repeats and acknowledges these feelings

And TODAY there is one that ends up in our Pentecost story

It has Three Parts to it:

1.  Security/Familiarity/Orientation  Matt 4, Mk 1, Luke 5, [John 1]

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men”

Recruited to a new initiative – exciting future

· Leader [Jesus] seemed to know where he was going

· clear sense of purpose

· this could work out well for all who were called

Early part of the Jesus’ ministry, the disciples are:

· affirmed, ‘I will make you ‘fishers of men’

· comforted “you will see heaven opened and angels ascending and descending” cf Jacob

· Simon, renamed ‘Peter’ – the rock

· they were considered closer to Jesus than his own family

· when plucking corn on the Sabbath – J defend the discs from the Pharisees

· gives them a special title – ‘Apostles’

They feel secure, affirmed, recognised

Guess what is about to happen to all of this??

2.  Insecurity, Confusion, and Disorientation

First, Jesus starts to says things that the discs do not understand:

Mark 4 26Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’ 

Mark 4  38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ 39He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ 

Mark 6  Jesus is rejected at Nazareth – things are starting to fall apart

There is a series of ‘ups’ and ‘downs’ [increasingly ‘downs’]

· feeding of the 5000

· Jesus walks on the water and scares them

Mk 8  Peter declares “You are the Messiah”

· Jesus rebukes Peter at the same time – using the name ‘Satan’

· “Take up you cross and follow me”  Execution chair

Mk 9 Transfiguration – lovely moment

· Peter & John desperately want to hang on to the moment

“The Son of Man is going to die”

· Mk 9.23  “They did not understand, and they were afraid to ask”

· Jesus openly confronts the authorities

· and is soon killed for it

At the resurrection – not even this properly comforts them

· excited and fearful – “do not be afraid”

At the Ascension – “they worshipped but some doubted”

· ‘Can’t we go back to how it used to be?’

In Acts 1 we find the disciples waiting for what had been promised

It was only on the day of Pentecost that the disciples arrived at a new place

3.  Pentecost, a New Beginning, a New Orientation

We call it the birthday of the church

Reorientation – a new way of looking at things, a new reality

Suddenly the disciples were like new people

Jesus had said earlier “Follow me and I will make you fish for men”

· it had taken three years

· disappointment

· loss

· arguments

· anger

· confusion

· sadness

· even horror

NOW, the discs had been emptied of their own personal interests

· vested interests – it was now for God and for God alone

4.  Summary

This is the journey that repeatedly occurs in our lives and in our churches

These themes can be found in the Psalms [see Walter Brueggemann]

104  “Praise the Lord O my soul, My God how great you are”


86  “Listen to me, Lord, and answer me, for I am weak and helpless”


40  I waited patiently for God’s help, then he listened to me”

We are where we are today – there is no going back

· SMiT cannot be fixed as someone of you maybe want it fixed

· Some of you don’t want it fixed that way anyway

· but there are other parts of our lives too, where we know we cannot go back

What are we to do?

1. We need to acknowledge the difficulty of where we are, and the pain of some

2. but we also need to look forward to a new Pentecost, a new beginning

