John 13.31-35  St Michael’s 6th May 2007 

Our reading follows the Last Supper account
· “Jesus knew that his time had come to leave the world” v.1

· When Judas left the Passover meal, “As soon a Judas had taken the bread, he went out.  And it was night” v.30
And now we find Jesus preparing his disciples for being taken from them

Farewell Speech: of a man who is about to die

· Such speeches not uncommon in the Bible
Jacob [Gen 49], Moses [Deut31], Joshua [Josh 23-4], David [1Kings 2]
· They have the effect of bringing you to what is essential 

cf. a loved one who died – not superficial things

At the beginning of the chapter it says that he had loved his disciples, and “he now showed the extent of his love”  
  And was does he do?

    He washes the disciples’ before supper the Last Supper

· Best comparison today – washing your toilet for you?

· Visual aid of his love

· He does this even though he has there Peter who will deny him and Judas who will betray him

Now the heart of the Jewish law “Love your neighbour as yourself” Lev 19.18

· Jesus repeats the command to love three times – stresses importance & completion

· Which we have turned into a jolly little song [or two]

But St John also says in his letter: To love, is to know God.  
saying:  “Whoever does not love, does not know God”  [1John 4.7-8]

· Some people ask me “how do I know if I have met God”

· If you love with this unconditional love – you have met God

· You may meet people at work this week who know God

· And some at church who do not know God

And this way of relating the hallmark of the new heaven and earth as seen by John in his revelation in the book of Revelation [Rev 21]
· But you can tell where this love exists or not – do people start choosing sides in time of conflict

Reconciliation is crucial to our witness in the world

· Not because it is good behaviour

· but because it reveals God himself

So why are we reading this pre-Easter passage after Easter?

· To instruct members of the early churches what it means to follow Jesus – after Easter

· Correct beliefs are not enough: Xtians must strive to live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

Why do we need to be constantly reminded to love?

1. Because we slip into thinking that being nice to each other is love – in British culture

· we domesticate the idea of love – reasonableness, politeness, mixing with like people

· coffee breaks at work, conversations after services, who you invite to your home

2. Because we all have vested interests – at work, at home, a church

· “A vested interest is the state or condition of having a special interest in protecting or supporting something for the purpose of self-interest, gain or benefit, which can also be financially or politically.” 

· But Agape is not self-interest – it is others’ interests we loo out for

· I get quite a few representations made to me – many, most are self-interest

· Maybe Homegroups could list these when they next meet

3. Because the test of this love is how we love our enemies – Peter & Judas

· This is not niceness – this is hard

· To love the person who will do you harm

· To love the person who will misrepresent you to others and ruin your reputation

· To love the person who may oppress you

· To love the person who takes what is yours

Love of our enemies is at the heart of what Agape love is

And is the only sort of love that can hold communities and churches together

When Jesus said three times, love one another

We need to assume that we don’t know very much how to do it

But if we learn how to do it – we will know God more.

You, Lord, are love

The source of all love that has no ulterior motive

And no vested interests.

In Jesus, you are love

Who commands us for our sake, and all humanity’s sake

To love with unconditional love.

Yet, most of the time, we do not know how to love in this

Just as, most of the time, we do not know you because we cannot love.

Humble our heats to learn how to live this way

Open our eyes to see that most of our love is for self-interest

And transform the community of your church

Not through decent behaviour

But through sacrificial love,

As Jesus led and died. Amen.

