St Michael’s 8.30am Easter 2007 

“Jesus Christ is risen today – hallelujah!”

EARLY CHURCH  
Three things became clear to the early church

1. ‘we’ [as the church] exist because of the resurrection of Jesus

2. Jesus’ resurrection was proof of his Messiahship and divinity

3. All [believers] will be raised as Jesus was raised

E.G.  Somerfields on Easter Eggs:  “Celebration of Jesus’:

a. birth

b. re-birth

c. resurrection

Why should they know if they don’t believe it?

But do we who believe it really know/understand it?

1st CENTURY VIEWS  
Resurrection was not a new idea to first century Jews

· there was a variety of views about ‘life after death’ – as today

· many like the Pharisees believed in the resurrection

· and a few like the Sadducees did not believe in it

A.  For those who did believe in the resurrection, 

they would only have understood it in bodily form

B.  Many Jews expected the resurrection to happen 
 

– this was not a new idea

· Most Jews believed their time of exile [from 500 yrs before] was not yet over

· they were looking for the redemption of Israel

· and resurrection would not have been totally unexpected

EXILE  So where does this idea come from?

Ezekiel 37 [one of my father’s favourite passages]  
   ‘The vision of the valley of the dry bones’

Lord:  Mortal man can these bones live?

Man:  O Lord, only you know

Lord:  Prophesy to the bones – for them to live!

Man:  And so he did

Lord:  I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from them.  I will put my Spirit within you, and you will live.  I will place you on your own soil and you will live.
Resurrection is used as an image that exile [their trial] is at last over

PAUL, as a strict Pharisee, passionately believed in 
   a.  the Resurrection of all God’s people 
   b.  and the restoration of Israel

For Paul, [1 Cor 15] Resurrection did not mean:

a. a new spiritual experience

b. or  a proof of life after death

c. BUT that scripture had been fulfilled

EASTER 
as the beginning of the New Creation

‘God with us’

APPL:

There is only one way to know the power of Resurrection in our lives today

 
[as nothing we can do can bring it about]

 
Paul calls it ‘dying to self’

And it is not about being better [or ‘gooder’] people

· it is about being transformed by the love and power of God

· for our own good

· and for the good of the world

